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In 1994, Cal rugby player Mike O'Dea walked off Witter Field for the last time as a player. In his final four years on the team, the Bears had not lost a national championship. 

When O'Dea returns to Witter Field Saturday, Cal will still not have lost a national championship. But O'Dea isn't playing for the Bears anymore — he's coaching against them. 

In his first year as head coach, O'Dea leads St. Mary's against the Bears at 1 p.m. tomorrow in Cal's season opener. 

"It's my first time back to the field that I played on," he said. "It's a bit weird being on the other side." 

And what do his players think of the symbolic nature of the game? 

"I try not to break out the old jerseys," O'Dea said. "They know that it's a meaningful game for me." 

But as O'Dea points out, this game is meaningful for his team as well. The Gaels, who were 5-6 last year, take on a squad that doesn't lose to U.S. teams and that even O'Dea calls the best team in the country. 

St. Mary's strength lies in its quickness, since it is difficult to match up physically with the Bears. 

For Cal rugby coach Jack Clark, Saturday's game is hopefully the first step in a march back to the national championship for a team that is eager to begin. 

"It's always good to start the season to see where we are at and where we have to improve from," he said. "The higher the start, the further we can go." 

The Bears had an intense second week of practice, with two to three workout sessions per day and just Tuesday off. While the team started practice in the fall and played a few matches in October and November, Clark has commonly relied on two periods of intense practice — one at the start of the season and one just before the national championships — as the best preparation for the season. 

If St. Mary's is going to take down the Bears, it picked the right weekend. The young Cal team hasn't gotten a game under its belt yet. 

"They're pretty cagey about scheduling us as the first game of the season," Clark said. 

O'Dea said the two coaches have talked by phone over the years, and Clark seemed nonchalant about facing off against his former scrumhalf. 

"He was kind of clever player in his day," he said. "It's kind of fun — it's nice to have some Cal players." 

O'Dea is just one of many former Cal players who have moved into the coaching ranks. He estimates that between 10 and 15 former Bears are coaching either as volunteers or paid professionals, mostly on the West Coast, but Clark has some former charges on the East Coast and in England. 

While few have a program like Cal under their auspices, Clark says he wishes he had some of the perks his old players may enjoy. 

"They're probably all smarter than I am," he said. "They've probably got stock options. I'm the only one who's doing this for a living." 

Matt Duffy of The Daily Californian staff contributed to this report.
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To the casual observer, the first 40 minutes of the Cal rugby team's season opener Saturday afternoon weren't that bad. While St. Mary's pulled to within 10 at one point, the first half ended with the Bears up 43-14. 

But for Cal coach Jack Clark, letting an opponent score two tries within 30 minutes was inexcusable, and after the halftime huddle a somewhat reinvigorated team shut out the Gaels in the second half, going on to win 78-14. 

"We could have expected to have played a little better," Clark said. "I'm not happy giving up a couple of tries here." 

Just four minutes into the season, Brent Vickers scored the Bears' first try of 2001. Or at least that's what everyone told him. Just after scoring, Vickers got hit in the head so hard he sat out a good part of the game and didn't even remember the try. 

"I don't remember doing it, but people told me I did it," Vickers said afterwards. 

John Buchholz missed his first two-point conversion kick from the far edge of the field, but went on to make eight throughout the game. 

Matt Sherman and Michael Bonetto both scored tries before St. Mary's scored and kicked a conversion at the 19th minute, and again just 10 minutes later after Cal scored a penalty try. Maybe it was the fear of the halftime huddle with the coaching staff, or maybe the kinks were out of the Bears' legs, but Cal held the Gaels scoreless from there on out. Cameron Bunce, team captain Kort Schubert and Chris Draper all scored tries before halftime, giving the Bears a 29-point lead at the half. 

Most likely, both teams heard a lot about defense during halftime. The Bears seemed to have soaked it up, but the tired Gaels couldn't match up in the second half, when Cal survived a few scares to shut down their offensive drives and scored five more tries. 

After Bonetto scored again, Dave Guest snapped a 13-minute scoring drought in the 57th minute. Clark started to sub players in, including Kyle Khasigian, younger brother of Cal rugby legend and U.S. National Team member Kirk Khasigian 

If the game's last 20 minutes were any testament to things to come from Khasigian, he's not about to get stuck in his brother's shadow. The freshman scored with just 15 minutes left in the game, and just two minutes later tore down the field from St. Mary's territory for a crucial pass to Guest, who scored another try. 

Guest and Khasigian's quickness was supplemented by Shaun Paga, whose yellow card penalty kept him out of the game for 10 minutes, and Mike MacDonald, who lent strength to a scrum both coaches had thought bordered on dangerously inexperienced before the game. 

"It's a starting point," MacDonald said. "And it's a good place for us to start at." 

Bunce scored his second try in the game's final seconds, and Buchholz sent a kick through the uprights for the final time to give Cal a 64-point margin of victory. The Bears dominated the B-side game later in the afternoon, winning 88-0. 

Before they hit the road to visit Chico State this weekend, the Bears have a long week of practice before them, in which Clark will try to clean up "pretty sloppy play" marked by a high turnover rate and several altercations with St. Mary's players. 

"Training sessions have a bit more meaning now," Clark said. "We overpower the opposition as opposed to us playing good rugby."
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On the kind of weekend that makes you want to stay at home, the Cal rugby team will get to do just that. 

Tomorrow's game against Chico State was supposed to be played in the Central Valley hotspot, but due to the possibility of rain making Chico's field unplayable, the game was moved to Cal's Witter Field. 

The move means the Bears will play the first four games of their season at home, including British Columbia, one of their toughest opponents. 

But first they must face the Wildcats, a team they beat 39-5 less than a year ago. The game begins at 1 p.m. 

Coached by John Payne, Chico State rugby has only moved from Division II to Division I within the last five years, but is still one of the better Northern California teams. 

Saturday's game will be their first of the season, handing the Wildcats the difficult task of opening on the road against a Bears program that is on track to win its eleventh consecutive national championship. 

"They typically have three or four very good players," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "There are a couple guys that are good athletes and good rugby players." 

Unlike the Bears, the Wildcats have the advantage of not having a football program that competes with the rugby team for players. While several Cal ruggers, including Shaun Paga and Brian Surgener, also play football. At Chico State, there's only one show in town. 

"Anybody that wants to put their shoulder on someone else wants to play rugby," Clark said. 

One week into a season that probably won't end until May, the Bears (1-0), have treated these first few weeks as preparation for the tests to come. 

After last Saturday's 78-14 defeat of St. Mary's, Clark was disappointed with his team's defense and again stressed his desire to play smarter, not stronger, rugby. 

The team watched the game video this week and worked on defense in an effort to avoid letting an opponent score twice in the first half as the Gaels did last week. 

"I think the video study was very helpful," Clark said. "There were some great images of what we can work on. We've got three or four objectives. We want to be better at launching our secondary phase attacks and to be a better defensive team." 

In the wake of the departure of many of last year's key seniors, several Bears have stepped up to lead the team, including captain Kort Schubert, Cameron Bunce, who scored two tries in the St. Mary's game, and John Buchholz, who kicked eight two-point conversions. Kyle Khasigian, one of the few freshman to play in the A-sides game, scored his first try as a Cal player in his first game and highlights the team's standout young players. 

Cal had been worried before the St. Mary's game that a weak Gaels front line would present some danger in the scrum, but the bigger, more experienced Wildcats should not pose the same problem. 

"It's an area of the game where the ref has very little patience," Clark said. "When you have a mismatch of skill or power sometimes the ref depowers the scrum. But I think that we'll have a Chico side that will be a competent scrummaging team." 

Officials decided to move the game back to Cal because Witter Field has much better drainage than Chico's, but that doesn't mean the game will be played under bright sunshine. With forecasted showers looming, the Bears will probably play in weather that characterizes most games they play. The team had a quick, hard practice in the pouring rain Tuesday, giving them good preparation for the weekend's mud. 

After the Wildcats, the Bears take on UC Davis next weekend before the powerful Thunderbirds travel from Canada to fuel one of North American rugby's greatest rivalries. 



Cal Not About To Look Past Tough Aggies ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/light_grey_dot.gif"����INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/nothing.gif"���

What does a rugby coach think about when he brings his team to face a squad that won its last game 97-0? 

UC Davis coach Rob Salaber is trying to stay positive about his team's match with Cal Saturday. 

"It'll be good for the guys to experience the caliber that Cal is," Salaber said. "They are extremely strongly coached on a very efficient, forward playing game. At the college level, that sort of philosophy is very difficult to beat." 

The Aggies (1-1) come to Witter Field tomorrow at 1 p.m. to try and beat Cal (2-0), a team they lost to last year, 57-3. 

The scary thing is, a repeat of last season's Bears-Aggies matchup would be the closest score in Cal's season. Salaber has adopted a near David-and-Goliath approach to the game. 

"We're going to rely a little bit more on unconventional strategies to get around their tight defense," Salaber said. "I let the guys do a little bit more freewheeling out there. We do a little bit more improvising and we rely upon a little more athletic ability." 

Whatever the Aggies do, fans and players alike hope they'll put up a bit more of a fight than Chico State, which got shut out and embarrassed at Witter last Saturday. 

"Hopefully (Davis) is going to be what we thought we'd get from Chico, which was a better game," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "We were pretty disappointed. We thought Chico would stretch us a little more, and we're pretty confident that UC Davis is a pretty good team." 

Davis is a pretty good team, although they have lost several key players to graduation since the last time they scrummed with the Bears. 

"We're making nice steps in improving, which is all that we ask really early in the season," Salabar said. 

While Cal expects more competition from the Aggies than it got from the Wildcats, the Bears are focused on a more threatening team that looms ahead, the Thunderbirds of British Columbia. Clark is also trying to build depth through the A- and B-sides in preparation for weekends where Cal will have to field teams to play two school's A-side teams. 

"There were some lessons that came through in the second team game (last weekend)," he said. "We're trying to build a team that's 30 or so men deep, and second team played like it was a second team." 

The Bears scrimmaged with the California Maritime Academy Wednesday night in preparation for the physical tests of the upcoming weeks. 

While most of Cal's key players have so far avoided serious injury, the Bears have been without Brent Vickers, who scored the season's first try and then got a concussion that took him out of the first two games. Vickers got hit so hard he didn't even remember scoring the try, but he has been cleared to play. 

Sophomore center Jason Forney has also been out with a knee injury and is not expected to play for a few weeks, and several key B-sides players are just coming back from various injuries. 

The Bears need to play well this weekend to build confidence for the British Columbia game, which comes early in the season for a team that doesn't practice very much before January. 

"I'm trying to keep the team focused on Davis," Clark said. "It's a big ask for us to play (Davis) this early, but it's the right thing for the team. To put the team under stress is how we'll become the thing we want to be. After the third week we want to say we improved. If we can have three weeks of solid improvement under our belt, it'll help us going into the Canadian game."



Cal Downs Davis Despite Second-Half Slump ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/light_grey_dot.gif"����INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/nothing.gif"���

The Cal rugby team ran up a 34-0 halftime lead, dominated the every skill aspect of the game and was never seriously threatened by UC Davis in Saturday's 51-19 Northern California Collegiate Rugby League victory. 

But in the alternative reality that Bears rugby has come to inhabit, shaped by expectations of triple-digit blowouts, it just wasn't enough. 

"Cal is supposed to beat UC Davis by more than that in all sports," a visibly disappointed Cal coach Jack Clark said after the game. 

In fact, the final score itself doesn't tell the whole story. The Bears (3-0) surrendered momentum in the second half after dominating the first and were outscored, 19-17, in the second 40 minutes. 

The Aggies put a cap in their run at a moral victory with a try in injury time to give the game its final margin. 

"It wasn't a game that UC Davis was going to win, but they were going to come in here and make their mark," Clark said. "They did that today." 

Cal blasted out to a 10-0 lead in the first 10 minutes with tries by Cameron Bunce and David Guest, who scored another try late in the second half to lead all players in scoring. 

The Bears continued to build their lead on tries by Kort Schubert, Matt Sherman and a beautiful individual effort by Shaun Paga, who broke through the Aggies' line and sprinted 30 yards untouched into the end zone. But UC Davis refused to back down. 

Unlike many of Cal's opponents, the Aggies went toe-to-toe with the Bears and didn't give up much on physical matchups, although they were visibly the less skilled and fast of the teams. 

"I was a little surprised," Schubert said. "They brought their physical game and we weren't prepared." 

UC Davis' strength in the scrum and on defense began to tell as the half wore on. The Aggies pushed the ball down near the Bears' goal line a couple times, only to be denied by a solid Cal defense or their own penalties. 

With the Bears comfortably ahead, UC Davis finally got on the board in the second half. The Aggies increasingly dominated possession and held the ball deep in Cal territory for several minutes before punching it into the right corner in the 47th minute. 

Cal followed up with a try by Mike Bonetto, and a penalty kick by John Buchholz, only to be answered by a UC Davis try in the 65th minute and another in injury time. 

"I thought we were really outplayed in the second (half)," Clark said. "The first 40 minutes was a good effort, but then we went into cruise control out there." 

With traditional rugby powerhouse British Columbia slated for this weekend, Clark has some reason for concern. The Bears haven't been challenged yet this season, and as the second half demonstrated, they may have grown complacent. 

"I think any time your team doesn't play with a good deal of courage, it's a cause for concern," Clark said. 

Schubert chose to look at it as a wakeup call, as well as valuable practice playing a physical opponent, which his team will certainly face this Saturday. 

"We just haven't had competition," he said. "With British Columbia coming next week, I thought that was a good lesson for us today."
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Famous people from Canada: Peter Jennings, Jim Carrey, Alex Trebek, Michael J. Fox, Bryan Adams, South Park's Terrence and Philip and Celine Dion. 

Famous teams from Canada: the Maple Leafs, the Canadiens, the Blue Jays and the Expos. And the University of British Columbia Thunderbirds, that is, if you're a Cal rugby player. 

The Bears (3-0) and the Thunderbirds (10-1) enjoy a cross-border history that spans back to the 1930s, when a Canadian newspaper instituted the World Cup of Rugby, to be played between the best team from Canada and the best from California each year. 

UBC will come to Witter Field Saturday at 1 p.m. for the first half of this year's series. After the Bears head to Vancouver over Spring Break, the cup will be awarded to whichever team wins both games, or, in case of a tie, the team with the highest margin of victory. 

After last weekend's bruising match with UC Davis, Cal has spent the week trying to recover and prepare for one of the toughest teams it will face all year. 

"We're a little kicked up,” head coach Jack Clark said. "It's not anything that wouldn't be expected. You shouldn't be headed into your fourth game and not have a couple of guys nicked up." 

Unfortunately for the Bears, last weekend's injuries and the season's wear and tear have been inflicted on some of the team's best players. 

Prop Mike MacDonald, one of the Bears' biggest and strongest starters, was injured against the Aggies, but will probably start against the Thunderbirds this weekend. Scott Anderson and Mike Bonetto, who has had three tries this season, both have leg injuries and are questionable for Saturday. 

Last year, the Thunderbirds downed the Bears both times the two teams faced off. In Berkeley, UBC handed Cal its first loss of the season, 46-29. When Cal went north, a five point halftime lead evaporated and left the Bears scratching their heads after a 23-17 loss. 

"It was a tale of two games, and in some cases a tale of two halves," Clark said. "On our return trip to Vancouver, I thought we were a bit unlucky not to win the game." 

The Cal team that the Thunderbirds will meet Saturday is a bit younger than last year's. Some players, like freshman Kyle Khasigian, have never faced either of the two Canadian schools, which are considered better than almost all of the teams Cal faces during its American season. 

But other ruggers, like Kort Schubert, John Buchholz and Shaun Paga, scored in last year's Canadian games and know what it takes to get past the Thunderbirds defense. 

The Bears are coming off a rough match with Davis last weekend, in which they lagged in the second half. Against the Thunderbirds, 40 more minutes like that could mean the game. 

"This is a competent rugby team that can play a lot of different ways," Clark said. "UBC typically has a lot of ways that they can beat you—UC Davis was kind of a one-pony affair." 

The Thunderbirds' season began in the fall, and they have already come to the States once, where they beat Seattle 42-5 in November. UBC has beaten nine Canadian teams, winning by as much as 55-0. Their only loss came to the University of Victoria, usually Canada's best team. 

Cal players only started full practices about four weeks ago, but Clark is not that worried about a tough match this early in the season. 

"We're gonna have to put in a precise effort and a passionate effort," he said. "We give them full marks for being a good team, but we've also won this game before. I'm still hopeful that we can go out and put in a performance we're proud of."
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When Chris Draper emerged from a swarm of rugby players Saturday with a nasty gash between his eyes, the Cal coaching staff took him out of the game, wrapped a bandage around his head, and sent him back in. 

In the second half, Draper was bleeding again from another gash, but he didn't even seem to notice. Prop Mike MacDonald was sore, unaccustomed to defense the caliber of British Columbia's, but took hit after bruising hit. Center Mike Bonetto didn't get up immediately after a tough ruck, but jumped to his feet and let out a bearish growl the moment a trainer reached him. 

The Bears may have played hurt during a tough 27-25 loss to the Thunderbirds, but they played with the heart coach Jack Clark had chided them for missing earlier in the season. 

"We put our guts in it," Clark said. "I'm very proud of them." 

In front of the biggest audience the Bears have had all year, Cal (3-1) kept the first game of its annual series with BC closer than last year's two meetings, both won by the Thunderbirds (11-1). 

From the opening kick, it was a game dominated by tough play from the forwards of both teams. Cal's Shaun Paga and John Buchholz were the only Bears to get on the scoreboard. 

It was also a game wrought with pressure, which showed early on. Both teams missed kicks they should have made, keeping the game scoreless until the 24th minute, when BC scored a try and made the day's first kick, a two-point conversion. 

Buchholz made a kick nine minutes later, bringing the score to 7-3. And with only about six minutes to go in the first half, Paga pulled the Bears ahead with a try, followed by another good conversion from Buchholz. 

Just as it looked as though the Bears would go into halftime in front, the Thunderbirds scored two tries in under five minutes and added a conversion. The Bears didn't seem to know what hit them as they went into halftime down by nine. 

"It was two minutes of insanity," Clark said of BC's scoring drive. "I think we would have won the game if we had managed (that time) a little." 

The Bears roared out in the second 40 minutes. Buchholz made another kick and a conversion, and Paga scored another try to bring Cal ahead, 20-19. On the field, center Alex Houser yelled to his teammates to capitalize on BC's mistakes just as the Thunderbirds had earlier done to the Bears. 

BC made another kick at the 17th minute, but Buchholz scored a try with less than 10 minutes to go, although he missed his kick to leave the Bears ahead by three. 

With both teams clearly exhausted and subbing players in, the Thunderbirds scored another try but missed a kick in injury time to put them up by two. And just as it seemed the Bears would score again to win the match, the whistle blew to end the game. 

Clark told his players to keep their heads up as they came off the field, but for many it was hard to grapple with the fact that such a close game had been decided in the final moments of each half. 

"We came out in the second half," captain Kort Schubert said. "But a few missed kicks, a few missed tackles—there you have it, two points." 

Schubert was one of several Cal players shut down by a tough BC defense. MacDonald, who usually powers his way through smaller teams, was unable to score. 

"We played hard," MacDonald said. "We played our hearts out." 

Before the Bears have a chance to avenge this weekend's loss during their spring break trip to Canada, they will hit the road for the first time this season to play five teams in just three weeks. 

The road swing begins this weekend in Austin, Tex., where Cal will face Texas and Oklahoma in a doubleheader on Sunday.



Split Squads Will Try to Split Open Texas and Oklahoma �

Four weeks into the season, the Cal rugby team has done a lot of things. The Bears have won and lost against opponents good and bad, gotten injured, gotten better and gotten their game together. 

But this weekend brings a new challenge: playing on the road. 

The Bears (3-1) will head to Austin, Tex., to take on Texas and Oklahoma in back-to-back games Sunday. The format, a first for the Bears, means Cal must field two equally competitive teams to face the full starting lineup of each school. 

The Bears play their first and second teams just about every weekend, but the challenge will be getting the right mix of players on the field against each school. 

"We'll just try to split our team as equally as we can and try to create two equally skilled teams," Cal coach Jack Clark said. 

This weekend presents a unique opportunity for many of Cal's players. The mixed-up squads will give the Bears' second team members the chance to show that they are capable of playing with their first-team teammates. 

"If you look at that through the player's eyes, it's an opportunity," Clark said. "You might get elevated, you might get more minutes." 

The teams Cal will face this weekend are relatively unfamiliar. Texas, the stronger of the two, hasn't met the Bears in recent memory. 

While they may have just won a Big-12 championship, the Longhorns (7-0), unlike the Bears, haven't had much exposure to top-quality teams. 

"We used to be a drinking team with a rugby problem," said Texas sophomore hooker Eric Cain. "We haven't been real competitive in the past. We haven't even played outside of Texas. We just want to have some fun and build our team." 

Both the Longhorn and Oklahoma programs, along with most of the nation's rugby teams, are club sports, player run, with volunteer coaches. 

The Sooners (2-2) lost to Texas 31-3 in the semifinals of the Big-12 tournament last weekend. Rugby has a long history at OSU, despite a hiatus in the early 1990s, and the team had had 13 All-Americans come out of its Ozark Union play. 

"We've got a lot of potential," Sooners second-year back Mark Dooley said. 

Cal may again be asked to depower its scrum to avoid injury caused by collapsing players. If officials do make that call, it should be a welcome respite after the abuse the front line took from the big men of British Columbia last weekend. 

After the tough lessons of last weekend, a good road trip may be all the Bears need. Rain foiled a bus ride to Chico State three weeks ago, but Sunday's 1 p.m. game in Austin will be the first of five road games the Bears will play in just three weeks. 

"We're ready to go on the road," Clark said. "The boys are looking forward to taking this show on the road."
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And they say it's harder to win on the road. 

When the Cal rugby team headed to Austin, Tex., for a doubleheader Sunday, its two opponents, Texas and Oklahoma, must have thought the team that had won 10 consecutive national championships would be a bit easier to deal with more than 1,000 miles from home. 

But if the two teams saw the easier side of the Bears this weekend, they're lucky they didn't have to make the trip to Berkeley. 

Cal (5-1) easily downed Texas (7-1), 78-5, and then demolished Oklahoma (2-3), 104-0. What's more impressive, the Bears split their starting 15 between the two games and mixed second-side players in, but were still able to handily defeat the full starting squads of both their opponents. 

"It was a good experience for the team to travel and to play away from home," Cal coach Jack Clark said. 'We wanted to get that experience under our belts." 

While the Bears will be on the road for the next two weekends, they will have to do it without No. 8 Shaun Paga. Paga had a tremendous game against the Longhorns, scoring six tries, but a wrist injury will keep the senior out for about three weeks. 

He played on the defensive line for the Cal football team, but Paga has been a major offensive weapon for the ruggers due to his combination of speed and agility. 

"The most important thing is that his wrist gets healed," Clark said. 

While it is uncertain who will replace Paga at No. 8, it was evident after this weekend that the fullback spot has as much depth as any spot on the team. 

John Buchholz, who usually starts at the position, played his typical good game against Texas. Buchholz had seven two-point conversions before Matt Viboch assumed fullback duties in the second half and kicked two conversions. 

"Matt Viboch is a promising young player who's going to be a big part of the program next year," Clark said. "It's important that we get him some playing time." 

Against Oklahoma, Cal would need just one fullback—Dave Guest—for the whole game. Guest contributed more points to the final score than the other 14 Cal players. He scored six tries and kicked 12 conversions to give him 54 points on the day. 

Guest said he liked playing at fullback because of the scoring opportunities it presented, but that the position isn't a one-man show. 

"My players helped me out with a couple of good passes," Guest said. 

The Bears also got some help from players who don't usually make headlines. 

Brian Surgener, who only began playing rugby for Cal this year, scored the first try of his career against Texas. Jacques Wilson had three tries and James Orlando had two against the Sooners. 

With players like Surgener and Elliot Geidt stepping up, the Bears appear to be in good shape for future weekends in which they will play more than one game. Cal's final doubleheaders are in Oregon in two weeks and the national championships in May. 

"A lot of what we're doing is seeing how deep of a team we have," Clark said. "Can we play a different team on Saturday and Sunday? It worked out okay." 

The Longhorns scored the only try against Cal of the weekend in the final minutes of the first game, a problem that plagued Cal in a loss to British Columbia last weekend. 

"I'm disappointed any time we give up a try," Clark said. "But we've got to be pretty happy playing 160 minutes and only giving up one try." 

The Bears will head to Sacramento State this weekend, where they will take on the Hornets at 1 p.m.
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The Cal rugby team's game Saturday may have been away, but its result gave the team another chance to play at home. 

The Bears (6-1) downed Sacramento State 36-0 in Sacramento, giving Cal homefield advantage in the playoffs. 

In cold, wet and windy conditions that kept the score low, Cal combined a running offense and a defense that kept the Hornets scoreless to solidify its No. 1 seed in the Pacific Coast region. 

"We mauled the ball up the field," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "It probably wasn't very pretty to watch, but it was the right thing to do." 

With the wind blowing, the Bears couldn't kick the ball downfield to advance, and the rain made the ball too slippery for passing. Instead, the Bears had to play in close quarters, running until they were tackled, allowing another teammate to pick up the ball from the back of the ruck. 

"It was uncomfortable," Clark said. "It was very hard on the players—a few of them were headed toward hypothermia. I'm pretty pleased with how we played." 

In front of several thousand fans, the Hornets failed to capitalize on their wind advantage in the first half, when they could have kicked the ball toward their own end zone. Sacramento State was unable to keep the ball in its possession for most of the game. 

The Bears offense relied on the familiar weapons of prop Mike MacDonald and forward Kort Schubert, who both had two tries, along with one each from Cameron Bunce and Andy Armstrong. John Buchholz added three two-point conversions. 

The second team also swamped the Hornet's equivalent, 37-0. 

But aside from the win, the Bears' injury problems mounted. Schubert, who was filling in for the injured Shaun Paga at the No. 8 spot, sustained a knee injury that will at the least keep him on the sidelines next weekend and at most for four to six weeks. 

The senior captain has been a cornerstone of the team and a leading scorer. With Paga already out of play for at least another week, the Bears now have to go on the road for another split-squad weekend without two of their marquee starters. 

In Austin, Tex., last weekend, Cal was able to start two strong teams, but with injuries piling up and two tougher teams on the horizon, this weekend's trip to Eugene, Ore. may be tough. 

"It's getting harder and harder," Clark said. "I felt pretty comfortable on our Texas roadtrip to know Shaun was on one team and Kort was on the other, but now it gets interesting." 

Elliot Geidt, who had a good Texas trip last weekend, will now likely step into the No. 8 spot, and the Bears will have to rely on players like Brent Vickers and Andy Armstrong to provide the scoring that Schubert and Paga come up with game after game. 

The injuries also mean more shifts in the lineup and transitions from the second to the first team for several Cal players. 

But it is still early in the season for the Bears to be too worried, especially since they are No. 1 in the nation and have not lost to a U.S. team so far. 

When the playoffs start with rugby's "Sweet 16" in late April, an East Coast team will travel to Berkeley's Witter Field, a thought that may ease the Bears' minds on their road swings.



Bears’ Backs Blaze to Road Sweep �Cal Uses ‘Big-Play’ Approach to Blow By Oregon and Washington � �INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/light_grey_dot.gif"����INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/nothing.gif"���

Less than a month ago, the Cal rugby team embarked on a series of road-trip weekends that would send them to three states to play five teams in just three weeks. 

At the end of the road swing, Cal had scored a total of 334 points. Their opponents: 24. 

The latest wins came in Eugene, Ore., Saturday, where the Bears (8-1) downed Oregon and Washington in back-to-back games. 

Even with several key injuries and split squads, Cal shut out the Ducks, 57-0, and banished Washington, 59-19, to preserve its perfect road record. 

With the forwards unable to put enough pressure on their opponents, Cal's backs did more than their share of the work, scoring all the Bears' tries by relying on long plays. 

"It was a big-play approach," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "There were several tries that really went coast to coast." 

Fullback John Buchholz led the Bears against Oregon, scoring the first and last tries as well as one in between. The senior also kicked in six two-point conversions to contribute 27 points to the Bears' total. 

Wing Cameron Bunce ran for three tries of his own despite not playing a full game. 

"I thought that Oregon competed very hard," Clark said. "The score was pretty flattering to us. They left three or four tries unscored that they had done all the hard work for." 

While Buchholz and Bunce all but monopolized the scoring against Oregon, Cal's win against Washington was built on a crew of scorers. 

Wing Eric Andersen led the way with four tries, and fullback Dave Guest had a try and seven two-point conversions to chip in 19 points. The Bears also got a pair of tries from center James Orlando and one each from sophomore Jason Forney and freshman Kyle Khasigian. 

While the scoring drives from the backs did make for eye-catching play, they weren't as memorable as some of the long drives the Bears are used to. 

"Sometimes you remember the tries you have to go through several phases of rugby for," Clark said. 

The Bears finally get to stay home this weekend, hosting Brigham Young Saturday at 1 p.m. at Witter Field. 

BYU (8-0) looks tough, coming off a 52-3 defeat of Stanford in Palo Alto last weekend. The Cougars play many of the same teams Cal faces, including Canada's two powerhouses, Victoria and British Columbia. 

The Bears have been a bit beaten up as of late, and will again play without senior captain Kort Schubert. No. 8 Shaun Paga and lock Brian Meux are questionable for the weekend. 

The test of BYU will start off a tough schedule in the coming weeks for the Bears. Cal hosts its own tournament next weekend, and will then spend spring break on a Canadian road trip. 

But at least they get to spend the next two weeks in friendly territory. 

"It'll be good to be at home," Clark said.



Bears Get Big Win Over BYU � �INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/light_grey_dot.gif"����INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/nothing.gif"���

It was a great drive. Time and time again, the ball was lost under a pile of rugby players, seemingly out of reach. Time and time again, a Cal player miraculously appeared with the ball in his hands and inched forward before disappearing into a sea of stripes. 

As play moved across the field just inches from Cal's end zone, it seemed the Bears would never score. Player after player tried to take that magical leap and advance those last few inches, but time and time again he was shut down. 

Finally, with just eight minutes left in the game, flyhalf Matt Sherman broke through and scored the try that would pull Cal ahead of BYU Saturday, 28-22. A penalty kick from Dave Guest effectively sealed the win for the Bears and ended an afternoon on which it seemed Cal might—impossibly—lose to the Cougars. 

It was a great play. It was a great game. 

In their first home appearance in four weeks, the injury-laden Bears (9-1) battled back to defeat a speedy BYU team (8-1) 33-22 at Witter Field. Some touted the match as an unofficial national championship because the Cougars do not play for the title since it requires Sunday games. But the Bears silenced any critics with their tough play and gave the Cougars something to think about on the way home. 

"I'd love to play them 10 times," Cal wing Eric Andersen said. "There were a few minutes when we were on our toes." 

If the first minutes are any indicator of play to come, Cal fans knew they were in for a show from the start. A BYU penalty on the very first ruck gave Guest, who was filling in for the injured John Buchholz, a penalty kick, which he nailed to put Cal on the scoreboard. 

After another penalty kick, a rowdy BYU player was given a yellow card and sent to rugby's "Sin Bin"—the sideline—for 10 minutes. But a man out didn't seem to phase the Cougars who mowed down an out-of-bounds marker to score their first try at the corner of the end zone in the 25th minute. 

BYU missed its two-point conversion kick, a problem that continued throughout the afternoon. Just minutes later Guest was able to sprint behind the goal posts and kick his own conversion to put Cal ahead, 13-5. 

In the last minute of the first half, the Cougars snuck in another try, sending the game into halftime at 13-10, a closer margin than what Cal is used to. 

"I told them they were living on our mistakes," Cal coach Jack Clark said of his halftime advice to the team. "We had played well enough for a 20-point lead." 

BYU came roaring out in the second half. After another penalty kick put the Bears up by six, Cal was slow to come out of a scrum and couldn't catch the hard running Cougars, who scored another try. After another unanswered try put BYU on top, 22-16, it seemed the unbelievable had happened: Cal was down. 

"Keep your heads on," one BYU player yelled as the teams lined up. "It's not even close to over." 

It was sound advice. Off a pass from No. 8 Shaun Paga, who was just returned from injury, lock Scott Anderson lunged into the endzone, and a successful two-point conversion put Cal back on top. 

Then came the great play, which put BYU more than a try away from winning. A final penalty kick sealed the Cougars' fate and left the Bears exhilarated. 

"It's easy to pack it in when another team gets tough," Clark said. "It would have been easy for us to punch our time cards." 

"It was a great game," Cal prop Mike MacDonald said. "Our goal was just to stop some key players. They got loose a couple of times, but we stopped them."



Ruggers Ready for Possible Rematch with Black Knights in Tourney �Bears Host Cal Invitational That Includes Last Year’s Fellow Semifinalist, Army ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/light_grey_dot.gif"����INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/nothing.gif"���

In rugby's final four last year, only one team posed a significant challenge to Cal. 

It was Army, and, in the national semifinals, the Black Knights led by one at the half before Cal exploded for six tries to earn a berth in the finals. 

The Bears would go on to handily defeat Wyoming in the finals and claim their 10th consecutive national championship, but they remembered Army as one of the toughest American teams they faced all year. 

With well more than a month remaining before Cal potentially revisits the final four, the Bears get a chance to revisit one of their best opponents, but in Bear Territory. 

"They've always given us a run," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "We've come out on the right side of those scores, but we've had to come from behind." 

Army (1-0) will come to Witter Field this weekend for the Cal Invitational. While the two squads will likely face off in Sunday's championship match, both teams have other things on their mind Saturday in the tournament's first round. 

The Black Knights will open the tournament with an 11 a.m. game Saturday against Humboldt. Cal (9-1) starts its weekend against Minnesota at 1 p.m. 

For Army, it is both the best time and the worst time to take on the Bears. 

Cal's starting squad has been wracked with injury. Seniors Kort Schubert, Brian Meux and John Buchholz will probably sit out again this weekend, although there is a possibility Meux will resume his lock duties. They will be joined by No. 8 Shaun Paga , whom the medical staff advised to take the weekend off to protect a lingering wrist injury. 

But in the absence of the Bears' expected stars, several Cal players have proven themselves worthy of the starting jobs over the last couple of weeks. 

Fullback Dave Guest has been a scoring machine for the Bears, racking up 54 points in a win over Texas last month and all 13 of Cal's first half points in last Saturday's defeat of BYU. 

Many of Cal's top players, including most of last weekend's starters, will be kept out of Saturday's game against Minnesota in order to keep them rested for Sunday, when they will have to face an Army squad on a spring-break road trip to the West Coast. 

Relatively unknown Minnesota still poses some threat to the Bears, especially since it has several players fresh off a stint with the under-19 national team. 

Sunday's contest should be quite a battle, since the Black Knights have played a relatively light schedule until now and have come west with a desire to establish themselves early in the season against Cal. 

"They're an excellent rugby team," Clark said. "They have a lot of physicality, a lot of heart and a lot of discipline." 

The weekend's tournament is one in a series of challenging dates for the Bears. After a brutal road swing in which the team played five games in three weeks, the team got a real challenge from BYU last weekend in a physically and emotionally draining contest. 

And while the rest of UC Berkeley goes on Spring Break, the Bears will spend the week in Canada dueling it out with perennial powerhouses Victoria and British Columbia, which handed Cal its only loss of the season.



Cal Shuts Out Army to Claim Its Own Invite Trophy � �INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/light_grey_dot.gif"����INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/nothing.gif"���

If this was early May and Berkeley was Virginia Beach, Va., the Cal rugby team would be in a prime position for an 11th national championship. 

Yesterday's final of the Cal Invitational was a rematch of last year's national semifinal game between the Bears and Army. In that game, played in Tampa, Fla., the Black Knights led Cal at halftime and gave them the biggest scare of their playoffs. 

But with the sun beating down on Witter Field yesterday, Cal shut out Army, 25-0, to take its own invitational trophy. 

Don't think, however, that the game left the Bears in a most celebratory mood. 

"I thought we had some good performances, but overall I thought we were very average," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "It's time not to have excuses about execution." 

The Bears (11-1) managed to control play for most of the game, and speed from fullback Dave Guest and wing Cameron Bunce kept the team on the scoreboard. 

The toughest play, however, occurred in the scrum, where an enormous Army team beat up on a Bears squad already depleted by injury. 

Despite Army's powerful front line, the Bears were twice able to use the scrum to their advantage. The first came when a collapse gave Guest a penalty kick, which he made to bring the halftime score to 10-0. The second opportunity arrived when the Bears grabbed the ball from an Army feed, allowing John Willenborg to power through a try midway into the second half. 

Flyhalf Matt Sherman played a key role in the Bears' scoring. In the 17th minute, Sherman flipped a key pass to Guest, who eluded the Black Knights to plant the ball down directly under the goalposts for the game's first try. 

In the second half, Sherman tossed a similar play to Bunce, who scored to make it 15-0. Although Guest's two-point conversion kick bounced off a goalpost, the score put the Bears ahead by three tries with about 25 minutes to go. Bunce was one of the only players from either team to play full games on both Saturday and Sunday. 

"I'm glad we won and didn't let them score," Cal wing Eric Andersen said. 

Army blew its only concrete scoring chance of the afternoon when it missed a penalty kick midway through the first half. The Black Knights did break away from the Cal defense on several occasions, but they were never able to capitalize on their running space. 

With just about 10 minutes left in the game, Army brought the ball closer to the goal line than it had at any point in the afternoon, only to have the Bears turn over the ball and begin a drive that would eventually yield another successful penalty kick. 

"I didn't think they were as strong as they've been in the past," Guest said. 

Before the Bears took on the Black Knights, they got by eventual fourth-place finishers Minnesota Saturday, 94-3. Some of Cal's younger players came up big in that game. Sophomore Jason Forney had five tries, freshman Joel DiGiorgio had two and freshman Kyle Khasigian kicked four two-point conversions. 

"Forney's finding his game," Clark said. "It's not a surprise. He played well in training, and it shows." 

And with more and more Bears injured, young players like Forney just keep getting more playing time. Sherman, Guest and lock Marc Tausend were all seen by the team's trainer after Sunday's game, and team cornerstones Shaun Paga, Kort Schubert, John Buchholz and Brian Meux all sat out the whole weekend with injuries. 

The team will not play at home again until April 21, when the playoffs begin at Witter Field.



Cardinal is Ducking Tradition with Easy Way Out �

Nestled in Strawberry Canyon is Witter Field, home of the Cal rugby team, the most successful team at UC Berkeley. 

Next to the field is the Doc Hudson Memorial Field House, home of the rugby offices and a room that is adorned with Cal and U.S. rugby memorabilia. There are pictures of the greats and the games, and this being Cal, there is no shortage of trophies. 

Inside a glass case there is also a ball from the Nov. 14, 1914 Cal-Stanford rugby game. The ball lacks a little air and the wrinkles in the leather show its age and speak to the tradition of the oldest game the two schools have played. 

Almost secondary is the score: Stanford 26, Cal 8. 

Yes, Cal lost to Stanford in rugby, about the only sport in recent history that the Bears have regularly gotten the better of their archrivals. 

It's a grand tradition, one that Cal rugby coach Jack Clark takes great pride in upholding. In the past couple of years the game has been fairly one-sided. Last year Cal won, 69-6, a pretty good beating, but the Bears administered worse on the way to their 10th straight national championship. 

But this year, for the first time anyone familiar with the game can recall, Cal will not play Stanford. According to Stanford coach Franck Boivert, his players are choosing not to play the game because they are afraid of injury and a humiliating loss. 

"The team honestly thinks that it will be detrimental to the tradition to challenge Cal this year, as we would be unable to field a starting 15 that can play with the Cal team," Boivert said in an e-mail sent to both schools. 

"Taking the field against Cal this year would make a mockery out of the so-called 'Big Game,'" he said. "The Stanford Rugby players have too much respect for the tradition and their predecessors from Stanford and Cal to ridicule this tradition." 

What Boivert and his players fail to realize, is that by giving up, by quitting, they are insulting everyone associated with this great tradition more than any lopsided score possibly could. 

"This is not what rugby is all about," Cal senior Brian Meux said "You play to have fun, you play to play rugby." 

And that is what Stanford fails to realize. Meux and his teammates don't look forward to humiliating the Cardinal every year—although they would be the first to admit it's nice. What this game is about—what all sporting contests are about—is competition. Michael Jordan doesn't miss playing in the NBA because he's not winning championships anymore, he misses competing against the best. 

This is exactly what Stanford will miss. Instead, it seems, Boivert and his players are content with winning the easier contests, with not testing themselves. Stanford's claim of injury and its own inferiority is a poor excuse. The Cardinal have competed against some of the top teams in the country this year, and beat UC Davis last week, one of the best teams in the Pacific Coast Region. 

There is something all the more shocking that goes beyond the forfeiture of a rugby match. 

Boivert seems to be committed to lowering the standards of a Stanford rugby team that enjoys similar—if not greater—access to resources that Cal does. 

In the e-mail, Boivert said that he wants his team to be downgraded to the second division next season. So, not only is he giving up on one game, he is giving up on next season and possibly the future of the men he is paid to lead. 

This whole situation only leaves me with one conclusion: 

It's Stanford. Apparently the attitude down on the Farm is, "If we can't win, we're not going to play." 

It only goes to reinforce the perception that Stanford coddles its students. Let's not challenge them too much, they might actually learn something about themselves by going through adversity and challenging situations. 

"This can't be about winning rugby games," Cal rugby coach Jack Clark said. "We're teaching people how to compete. You've got to give it a lash." 

By athletic department classification, rugby is a club sport. There are no rugby scholarships and players have to meet the same admissions standards as every other undergraduate at the university. 

Essentially, men who play rugby at Cal play because they love the sport and they want to do it for the best team in the country. 

But if you ask anyone familiar with Cal sports and collegiate rugby, they will tell you that Cal rugby is a varsity sport because of the success it has had. The Bears carry themselves as a varsity sport and it is a reflection of their coach and the program he has helped build. 

If you have ever watched rugby at Cal—even if you have never watched rugby in your life—you will learn one thing: rugby is what collegiate sports should be. 

The Cal players who go to war at Witter today are no different than the ones who did it a century ago, which makes the last paragraph of Boivert's e-mail all the more tougher to take. 

"The question of the future of the Cal-Stanford game still remains. Maybe some year Stanford will have a team physically strong enough to challenge Cal, or maybe one-day Rugby will be again a sport for the students." 

The game was scheduled for April 7. It's not too late for Boivert and his players to return the students—and their dignity—to the game. 

"Ode to the Wreck of Stanfurd Rugby" �by Steve Whyte of BEAR TERRITORY��To the tune of "The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald" by Gordon Lightfoot

La la la la la la la la la la. �Stanfurd Ruggers of 2001�STANFURD RUGGERS of two thousand onnnnne.

We stand shoulder to shoulder.�We act as a team.�We may look like tough guys�But it's not as it seems.�If we think we might lose.�We're gonna flee.�Wouldn't want to get bruised�Or skin a knee.

(Chorus)�So put on your skirts, lads.�It's time to play ball.�Don’t pass it to me.�I'm afraid I might fall.�Don't want to get hurt.�And losing's no fun.�Stanfurd Ruggers of 2001�STANFURD RUGGERS of two thousand onnnnne.

We hope you're not mad�But we don't want to play.�We're resting at home.�It's better that way.�To hell with tradition.�We don't give a crap.�You might call us wussies�But we'll take that rap.

(Chorus)�So put on your skirts, lads.�It's time to play ball.�Don't pass it to me.�I'm afraid I might fall.�Don't want to get hurt �And losing's no fun.�STANFURD RUGGERS OF 2001 �STANFURD RUGGERS of two thousand onnnnne.

Don't care about pride.�Our backbone's like jello.�They call us the Cardinal�But we're actually yellow.�When the going gets tough,�We won't even try�But we're willing to play Menlo Park High

Chorus

We'll lace up our shoes�Though we're filled with fear,�'Cause we've gotta start running�When our rival draws near.�And when the day's done,�Though we did not play.�We'll toast and we'll sing �As we sip chardonnay.

So put on your skirts, lads.�It's time to play ball.�Don't pass it to me.�I'm afraid I might fall.�Don't want to get hurt�And losing's no fun. �Stanfurd Ruggers of 2001�Stanfurd Ruggers of 2001�Stanfurd Ruggers of 2001 �STANFURD RUGGERS of two thousand onnnnne.



Stanford Forfeits Cal Rugby Game �Cardinal Coach Sites Player Decision, Injury and Inability to Compete with Bears for Cancelation ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d "/images/nothing.gif"���

In a bizarre turn of events for one of Cal's oldest and most legendary sports events, the Stanford rugby team has forfeited its April 7 game against the Bears, citing injury and the team's inability to challenge Cal's squad. 

"Cal and others have pointed out that the fear of losing should not be an excuse for a forfeit," Stanford coach Franck Boivert wrote in an e-mail to both rugby programs obtained by The Daily Californian. "Stanford has no fear of losing versus Cal, as they have done so every year but one for the last 20 years. They are, however, very afraid to get injured and indeed fear for their safety." 

Boivert did not return calls for comment yesterday. 

The game dates back to the turn of the 20th century, and has been a hallmark of Cal's oldest sport throughout the Bears' storied history. 

Stanford's team has a tradition that rivals Cal's, and competition between the two has been fierce all along. Cal defeated the Cardinal in the national championship finals in 1998—but from the Stanford perspective, the Card hasn't had a chance since 1996, the last year it managed a win over the Bears. 

For Cal coach Jack Clark and his team, the forfeit deprives them of an opportunity to do what few Cal teams get to do: go to the Farm and beat Stanford. 

"We carry the pride of Cal into that game," Clark said. "I'm disappointed for (the players.)" 

Boivert argues Cal has an insurmountable advantage over his own team. 

"There is no parity between the programs," the letter reads. It alleges that unlike most club teams, Cal "basically recruits the best players," giving it a tremendous edge. 

"Everybody would laugh at that, and would not take it seriously" the letter reads. "Well, this is exactly the situation in college rugby." 

A quick glance at the two teams, however, reveals the two have a striking amount of similarity. 

While rugby does not have scholarships at either school, it enjoys symbolic varsity status at Cal, while the Stanford Web site touts the team's $1,077,000 endowment that funds the salaries of 10 coaches (Cal has four) and trips to, most recently, Fiji and New Zealand. 

It also says the team can help talented high school players gain admission to Stanford, something Cal can only do if players meet minimum UC eligibility requirements. 

"That's all about building a war chest of excuses," Clark said of Boivert's claims. 

The letter states that Cal rugby's varsity status is unfair to club teams. But except for the symbolic nature of the varsity demarcation, rugby at Cal is similar to most other club teams: salaries and travel expenses come from alumni support and extensive fundraising. 

In his office filled with paraphernalia from Cal-Stanford contests that date back to 1908, Clark pointed out that the decision to forfeit came from Stanford's players, putting Boivert in a difficult situation. 

"You can't force people to go out and contest what they don't want to contest," he said. "But this has to be about teaching people how to compete." 

The letter also requests that Stanford's program play in the second division of the Pacific Coast region next year, even though the team was second in the nation just three years ago. 

The argument for dropping down centers around UC Davis, one of the best teams in the league, as much as Cal. 

"Our roster is nowhere as impressive as UC Davis' current roster of three teams with very capable athletes," the letter reads. 

But on March 10, the same day Stanford decided to write the letter and request a change in division, it defeated Davis, 42-33. 

"Cal has also offered to look at this game as a learning experience," the letter read. "The Stanford players see no learning in being physically overrun and outmatched by a huge team, and views it more as a miserable afternoon." 

Clark said he offered to hold some of his best players out of the game in order to quell the Cardinal's fear of injury, but Boivert said it would make no difference, citing Cal's second team as "the second-best team in the nation." 

So, for now, the game will not be played for the first time in as long as anyone can remember. 

"The attitude is 'let's play in every sport we can win in, and if we can't win, then let's not play," Clark said.



Cardinal Tree Wilts Before Brawny Bears 

An entire campus was bearing the burden for the rugby team, which chickened out of its annual game against Cal. Faces were Cardinal-red and the stomachs of true rugby believers were tossing and scrummaging.  

"We're weenies," said Evelyn Keele, who sells rugby shirts in the campus store. "We're too chicken to play Cal. Rugby is a rough game, right? Hello? Hello? Why are these people even on the team if they're afraid."  

This week, it was announced that Stanford rugby coach Franck Boivert canceled the scheduled April 7 game against Cal because the team was "very afraid to get injured."  The forfeit was the first in the century-old Cal-Stanford rugby rivalry. The rugby team was on tour and unable to explain just how afraid it was, but the rest of the campus was reeling -- at least those who were celebrating Stanford's success and Cal's humiliation in the NCAA Tournament.  

At the rugby practice field along El Camino Real, a 77-year-old man out for his morning jog said the forfeit was an unprintable obscenity.  

"I mean, what do you play sports for in the first place," said Bud, a retired firefighter. "You're there to take your lumps. You're supposed to show some fortitude."  

"It's humiliating," said Dale Dickerson, who was working on a renovation of the playing field. "A rugby player is not supposed to be afraid to get his ass kicked. A rugby player is supposed to go and kick ass." 

Inside Stanford Stadium, site of hundreds of historic Cal-Stanford matchups,  athletes were running laps and climbing up and down the grandstand steps to deal with the shame.  

"We're wimpy," said Louis Vintro, a graduate student in physics. "It seems that school spirit is a matter of convenience. If we can't win, we don't want to play."  

Vintro said he frequently sees Stanford rugby players walking around in their "Give Blood -- Play Rugby" tough-guy shirts. What a sham, he said. "What are they doing playing a sport like rugby if they're afraid?" 

The glorious Stanford men's basketball team, another jogger said, did not get to today's regional finals of the NCAA tournament by forfeiting games.  

"It's embarrassing," added John Gilligan, a physiology instructor. "A team is supposed to want to play against better teams, it gives them something to aspire to. This is just incredible."  

Boivert, who announced the forfeit in an e-mail letter to his Cal counterpart, said the rugby team voted unanimously to cancel the game because the Stanford team is a "featherweight" compared to Cal. Playing the game would be "detrimental to tradition," he added, because the players were "burned out and do not have the heart to play a team vastly superior to them."  

Stanford Athletic Director Ted Leland said he was surprised the team chose not to play. "But it's a club sport, they determine their schedule and their games, it's not a varsity sport," he said.  

At Berkeley, among rugby players and fans, the official reaction was one of high-minded shock. Unofficially, it was nyah, nyah, nyah.  

"We take great umbrage," said Cal rugby coach Jack Clark, in a written reply to Boivert. "To suggest your forfeit is helpful to tradition, safety related, prudent or respectful is disingenuous…How dare you not compete."  

Cal students -- who are all too accustomed to losing to Stanford in quite a few sports -- were less decorous in their choice of words.  

"It just shows they're cowards. They probably don't want to get grass stains on their little skirts," said Lupe Poblano, 20, a sociology major. "It just reinforces that stereotype (of Stanford students) that if they can't get it easy or their parents can't pay for it, they're not even going to try. God forbid they should break a sweat.  

"We've lost the Big Game for freakin' six years in a row, but we're not going to forfeit," he added.  

Dana Lawson, a senior on the women's track and field team, said she was surprised the Stanford team would forfeit, given the long-standing Cal- Stanford rivalry.  

"I guess they did a cost-benefit analysis," she said. "They feel they can't win so it's not worth it to injure themselves."  

Cal rugby players were more circumspect. While stopping short of branding their disgraced opponents chicken, they agreed the Stanford players are in the wrong sport to be worried about injury.  

"This is rugby, where people get hurt a lot," said flyhalf Matt Sherman. "Seems they're not very confident that they're going to win and they don't want to lose."  

Cal lock Brian Surgener said he is sorry to see Stanford breaking a century- old tradition.  "This is the big game," he said. "You've got to play it."  

At Stanford, the sale of rugby shirts seemed a fair barometer of the depth of the disgrace. Inside the campus store, more than six dozen shirts bearing the team logo went unsold -- the largest number of unsold team shirts on the shelves. By contrast, the basketball team shirts were selling briskly and the wrestling team shirts were sold out.  

"Who'd want to wear a rugby shirt now?" said saleswoman Keene. "I wouldn't want to be seen with one of these on my body either."  

Steve Rubenstein and Tyche Hendricks are both Cal graduates and have never played rugby in their lives. E-mail them at thendricks@sfchronicle.com and srubenstein@sfchronicle.com. 



Bears Look Past Stanford Forfeit To Canadian Grudge Match �

Who ever thought that the Cal rugby team's most-talked about game would be one they aren't even playing? 

The Bears are about to embark on a spring-break trip to Canada that will match them with one of their toughest opponents, but it's hard not to focus on another team entirely—Stanford. 

The Cardinal forfeited its April 7 game against the Bears, bringing an abrupt ending to the roughly 100-year-old tradition of a "Big Game" of rugby. Considering the long-standing rivalry in every sport between the schools, it should come as no surprise that the forfeiture received such attention. 

Cal coach Jack Clark has spent a lot of time on the radio and television in the last 72 hours, and has even had camera crews show up at Witter Field. 

But nothing really seems to phase the Bears, who mainly were upset they didn't get a chance to hand Cal's archrival a rare defeat. 

"We were a little disappointed," said Cal wing Dave Guest. "They beat us in every sport, and it seems like we should be able to beat them in something." 

The forfeit has gotten attention from other rugby programs as well, especially for Stanford coach Franck Boivert's request that the school play in rugby's Division II. 

"I was really pretty upset that they would not play Cal," said Idaho State coach Ram Eddings. "I really got upset about how they wanted to drop down to Division II. My personal feelings are that they feel like they could dominate everyone." 

Idaho State is a good example of the type of program Stanford would often face at the Division II level. Neither Eddings nor anyone associated with the team receives a salary, and players have to pay dues to offset their travel expenses. Stanford, on the other hand, funds salaries for its coaches out of a $1 million-plus endowment. 

Brigham Young, one of the American teams, is in the same league as ISU and usually overmatches the Bengals, but Eddings said that doesn't phase his team. 

"Our attitude is 'Hey, let's go for it,'" he said. "We get our butts spanked, but there's always a chance that one day we're gonna get 'em, and that's what we're shooting for." 

Meanwhile, the Bears are ready for their annual Canadian road trip. Cal will be at British Columbia on Wednesday in one of their toughest games of the season. The Bears were slated to play Victoria Friday, but the Vikings have a big match next weekend and told Clark they wouldn't start their first team against Cal. Clark decided the game probably wasn't worth the time and expense. 

With the cancellations of the Victoria and Stanford games, Cal could conceivably not play again until the playoffs begin April 21. Clark said, however, that he was trying to schedule another game before the Bears host their Sweet 16 bracket. 

In the Thunderbirds, however, the Bears will have a continuation of the classic rivalry of North American rugby. The two teams play for the World Cup of Rugby each year, with the prize going to whoever can win both games or score the most total points. 

Seniors Shaun Paga and John Buchholz are expected to be back from injury this weekend, giving the Bears two potent weapons at the No. 8 and fullback positions. 

After this year's Berkeley meeting, the Thunderbirds lead this year's race for the cup, 27-25, and Cal is out for revenge. 

"I think it will be a really tight game," Guest said. "Hopefully we'll come back with the trophy."
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After a year north of the border, the World Cup of Rugby has returned to Berkeley. 

With a 33-14 defeat of British Columbia last Wednesday, the Bears wound up with the most total points in the annual two-game series, earning them the cup for the first time since 1999. 

Cal's victory came on a strong second half and rock-solid kicking from fullback John Buchholz, who was enjoying his first game back from injury. 

Buchholz kicked for 18 points, highlighted by a 45-meter drop goal that wowed even the Thunderbirds and brought the Bears to within two points at 11-9. 

The massive kick came when a British Columbia player kicked the ball downfield and it landed squarely in Buchholz's hands, giving him time to set up the effort, which is rarely seen in rugby. 

"The kick was really low and hard," Buchholz said. "I caught it and was running it forward, and I knew we had the wind." 

While he is a consistent kicker who often finds the goalposts from the outer edges of the field, Buchholz said he had never kicked from so far away—in fact, he had never seen anyone kick from that far away. 

Coming in the 45th minute, the kick marked the turnaround point for the trailing Bears, who went on to score 17 unanswered points before the Thunderbirds could muster a response. 

In the first half of play, neither team could manage a try until BC was successful in the 38th minute. But in the second half, the Bears went on a run that would seal the fate of the game and the cup. 

In the 50th minute, prop Mike MacDonald scored Cal's first try. In characteristic fashion, MacDonald dragged several British Columbia players into the end zone as they tried to stop him. 

Hooker Chris Draper scored again just four minutes later off a pass from No. 8 Shaun Paga, who took the ball 30 meters down the field before the successful pass. Paga, an All American, was playing in his first game back from a wrist injury.

After a British Columbia penalty kick brought the score to 26-11, scrumhalf Andy Armstrong put the stamp on the day with the game's final try, capped off by a successful Buchholz conversion. 

"The second half was much better than the first," Buchholz said. "We got some momentum from some players early on in the second." 

The Thunderbirds downed the Bears 27-25 in the teams' Berkeley meeting earlier this year. Last year Cal dropped both games in the decades-old rivalry, 46-29 and 23-17. 

"There are few victories that match up to winning against the Thunderbirds on their home field," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "We were very physical with a couple of goal line stands plus guys hitting rucks and making tackles all day." 

Due to Stanford's forfeiture of its game against Cal scheduled for Saturday, the team will not play again until April 21, when Cal hosts the regional playoffs. While the break in action was unplanned, the Bears don't exactly have a lot of downtime. Starting soon, the team will supplement its five-day-a-week practice schedule with twice-weekly morning runs in preparation for the playoffs.
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The Cal rugby team hasn't played a game in nearly a month, and if it loses this weekend, it won't play in nearly a year. 

But the Bears (12-1) don't lose too often, and when they host the first two rounds of the playoffs at Witter Field tomorrow and Sunday, they know that now is the time to keep winning. 

Cal faces Virginia Tech tomorrow at 1 p.m., and if it wins, will square off with the winner of the Air Force/San Diego State game Sunday at 1 p.m. 

While they are the No. 8, 9 and 16 seeds in the country, the Bears' three potential opponents are all historically strong teams. Virginia Tech (8-1), in particular, is underrated going into the playoffs after winding up third in its tough division that also includes national powerhouses Navy and Penn State. 

"I think we have three very good teams (in our bracket)," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "That part is both good and bad, since we're in a single-elimination tournament. If we can get through this weekend, the competition will help us in the next round." 

Cal will field a mixed first- and second-squad team Saturday, just as they have in several two-game weekends this year. Saturday's team, however, will likely be without Jason Forney and Kyle Khasigian, who will sit out with injuries. 

But if the Saturday team can pull out the win, the injured players will be offset Sunday by the return of some of Cal's best. Kort Schubert, Brian Meux, Shaun Paga and John Buchholz haven't all been on the field together since early in the season, but if Cal plays Sunday in the national quarterfinals, the four seniors will all return to play. 

"This is what the doubleheader weekends were all about—whether guys can step up and play in a single elimination tournament," Clark said. "It could mean if we win the first game, we'll come into the second game with some fresh legs. It helps in the second half, when you get to your fourth half of play in two days." 

In the other bracket of Saturday's playoffs, Air Force and SDSU will have to field their best 15 players both days. 

SDSU is the bracket's other regional No. 1, but Air Force finished second in the West region to last year's national runner-up Wyoming. 

"Cal will be resting their big guns, while the poor eight and nine seeds have to kill each other," said Aztecs coach Fabio Comana, who described Air Force as a team that "starts running 20 minutes before the game and stops running 20 minutes after." 

The Aztecs finished first in the Southern California region with a 7-0 record and make the playoffs almost every year. With only two seniors, Comana's players are relatively unknown. 

Because of Air Force's high level of fitness, Comana said he expected Saturday's game to be more physical. But if the Aztecs do get to face the Bears, Comana said he wants his team to adopt Cal's more technical style. 

"We try and play a very finesse game, just like Cal does," he said. "We'd have to play our best game of rugby to give Cal a run for their money. But my guys are never intimidated, and they look forward to any challenge." 

Even though they haven't played since March 28, the Bears have added morning workouts and new plays to their routine. 

"I think we've become a more sophisticated team," Clark said. "We were playing some very vanilla patterns of play, but we've put in some moves that kind of highlight what some of our players can do." 

The weekend's winner will go on to the national championship semi-finals, held May 5-6 in Virginia Beach, Va.
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What were the Cal rugby team's seniors thinking about as they jogged off Witter Field after their final game in Berkeley? 

Like generations before them, they leave Cal as some of the nation's best, part of one of the most dominant teams in all of collegiate sports. 

For the players whose careers with coach Jack Clark are coming to an end, there is only one thing left to do: add to the row of national championship banners that hang along the side of their field. 

"It's just nice being part of the tradition," said senior scrumhalf Andy Armstrong. "I know it's going to be well defended." 

Armstrong played all 80 minutes of one of Cal's strongest outings of the year, a 69-6 romp over Air Force. The win came after the Bears (14-1) defeated Virginia Tech, 77-5, on Saturday. 

Cal roared out to score in the game's fifth minute and led 41-3 at halftime. From there on, it was just a matter of not getting excited too early about another trip to the final four. 

"I was pleased with how we played," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "We're really refining our patterns of play." 

With early-morning jogs in full swing, Cal looked tremendously more fit than the Falcons, who were already weary from their first-round 30-17 win over San Diego State. Most of the Bears' starting 15 didn't play in Saturday's game, and it showed on Sunday. 

Nowhere was Cal's fitness more evident than in senior All-American Shaun Paga. In his last game at Witter, the No. 8 had five tries. 

Paga started with a far-side touch for a try on the opening drive. He then added two more in the 18th and 29th minutes, and finally grabbed a loose ball from an Air Force player in the 31st minute and ran it in to complete his first-half effort. 

In the second half, Paga knocked his defender to the ground in the 48th minute for a fifth try. Soon afterward, Paga was honored at midfield and taken out of the game to keep him rested for national semifinals. 

"It was a good way to end the season," Paga said. "It's a little emotional. This is a great field and a great place to play." 

Another senior who had a tremendous afternoon was fullback John Buchholz. After missing a few kicks early in the game, Buchholz found his stride at the end of the first half in a big way—he lobbed a 48-meter drop goal from midfield, smashing his personal record of 45 meters. He also kicked six two-point conversions and touched down a try in the 28th minute, giving him 20 points on the day. 

But Sunday's game was not just a showcase for Cal's graduating seniors. Several younger Bears let the coaches and the fans know that they could be the ones to step up when players like Kort Schubert and Brian Meux are gone. 

Junior center Alex Houser helped Cal pull away early when he broke through the Air Force line to score between the goalposts in the 11th minute. In the second half, Houser and junior Eric Andersen teamed up to run the ball the full length of the field for a spectacular try in the 58th minute. 

Sophomore prop Mike MacDonald also drove in a try in the 45th minute to make the score 46-3, and junior flyhalf Matt Sherman grabbed the ball from a scrum for a try in the 60th minute. 

"We're happy with how we played," Armstrong said. "It seems like we're just getting better and better." 

Air Force managed to squeak only two penalty kicks out of the day, winding up second in the bracket. 

For the Bears, all eyes are now focused on the final four, which will be held May 5-6 in Virginia Beach, Va. But for the team's seniors, there are only two games left. 

"They've meant a lot to me personally and to what we are as a rugby team," Clark said.
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A season's worth of hard-fought games in wind and rain, injuries, forfeited contests and early-morning practices has come down to this: two games on the other side of the country that will decide if the Cal rugby team stays one of the most dominant programs in all of college sports. 

The Bears (14-1) head to Virginia Beach, Va., this weekend for rugby's final four. They will face Navy tomorrow at 1 p.m. at the Virginia Beach Sportsplex Stadium. The winner of Saturday's game will face the winner of the Army-Penn State game on Sunday at 2 p.m. 

The weekend will be a farewell to Cal's seniors, who are already conscious that this is the last time they will all play together. 

"I don't even know what I'm going to do in the future, but this is probably the most significant thing I'm going to do in a long time," said senior lock Brian Meux. "Everybody is just really pumped up." 

Cal has faced and beaten all three of its possible opponents within the last three years, including wins in national semifinals and finals. The Bears downed Army 25-0 in the finals of the Cal Invitational March 18 and defeated them in last year's national championship semifinals 49-19. 

Army made it to this weekend by defeating Indiana University of Pennsylvania 22-13. 

"Our team's goal at the beginning of the year was to improve each game and be better than we were last year, which was third place," Army coach Mike Mahan said after the win. "Today's win is a step closer to that goal." 

In 1999, Cal breezed past Navy 50-17 in the national semifinals before besting Penn State 36-5 to take the championship. 

The Nittany Lions (7-3) lost to Cal 89-0 in last year's regional final, but regrouped this year to stun defending national runner-up Army in the first round, 14-12. 

While Penn State is the final four's biggest surprise, Saturday's Cal-Navy contest is a classic, physical matchup that both sides welcome. 

"Our strengths today were the ability to handle the ball and defend the phases," Navy coach Mike Flanagan said after his team advanced to the semifinals. "We now welcome the opportunity to play the big giant, Cal, at the USA Rugby Final Four." 

The Bears left Berkeley yesterday morning, and had their last practice at Witter Field on Wednesday night. 

"Today the big topic was that this is our last practice at Witter Field," Meux said after practice. "You could see it in guys' eyes." 

The entire team, even injured players, will make the trip. Luckily for the Bears, there are fewer injuries than at almost any point this season. Meux and fellow seniors Kort Schubert, John Buchholz and Shaun Paga are healthy for their last games with Cal. 

"We're healthy," Meux said. "We're gonna have fresh legs." 

While the journey is a sentimental one for the seniors, it is the first trip to the final four for some of Cal's newest players, especially since the whole team didn't make the trip to last year's finals in Tampa, Fla. 

"For a lot of guys it's their first time going into it," Meux said. "It's nice to know that for some of these guys it's their first time—it gives us older guys a boost."
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VIRGINIA BEACH, Va.-It was a beautiful ending to a beautiful season. 

It was a tradition-and a team charged with its guardianship-that could not be stopped. 

It was a tight-knit group of players in their last 80 minutes together this year, and for some, their last 80 minutes together ever. 

It was a group of younger players who let the rugby world know the Bears may well dominate the sport as much in the next 10 years as they have in the last 10. 

It was, in an 87-11 win over Penn State on a sunny Sunday afternoon at the Virginia Beach Sportsplex here, Cal's 11th consecutive national championship. And it was one of the best displays of talent and precision the Bears staged all year. 

"Today we really played our best rugby," senior flanker Kort Schubert said. "It was our day today." 

Schubert was one of several Cal players in his last game, but just one of the 50-plus Bears belting out the Cal drinking song under the goalposts after the game, one of the many traditions easy to find yesterday on the last day of a 16-1 season. 

"The torch is being carried, and no one wants to drop it," senior fullback John Buchholz said. 

And no one clung tighter to the torch Sunday than sophomore wing Cameron Bunce, the tournament's Most Valuable Player. Coming off an inconsistent season, Bunce exploded for four tries in the national championship game. 

After a try in the 18th minute, Bunce scored three consecutive tries in the second half. In the game's 50th minute, Buchholz found Bunce running with daylight all around him, and got him the ball in time for a try in the corner to make the score 43-6. Just four minutes later, Schubert connected with Bunce for another try. And just four minutes after that, Bunce found his own road to the in-goal, weaving around Nittany Lions defenders for his final try of the day. 

"It was a blast," Bunce said while holding his glass trophy. 

Joining Bunce on Cal's speedy roster of backs were Buchholz and junior Dave Guest, who had two tries of his own. 

In his last appearance as the team's remarkable fullback, Buchholz battled with the wind and a lighter-than-usual ball all weekend. Yesterday, he made seven of 12 two-point conversion attempts, including two soaring arcs from the left side late in the game. 

"You get a few in and you start to get some confidence," said Buchholz, who struggled in Cal's semifinal victory over Navy. "It would go where the wind took it." 

Junior flyhalf Matt Sherman also had a good day against Penn State, pitching in a try in the 12th minute and a second on a fake-and-spin in the 69th. On the game's last scoring drive, Sherman found himself surrounded by defenders less than five meters from the in-goal, kicked the ball forward just a few feet, recovered it and punched it down to score. 

"It feels great to finish on a high note," Sherman said. "We had a rough road this year, and we finished playing our best rugby." 

Sophomore prop Mike MacDonald added two tries for the Bears, and center Mike Bonetto, who would leave the game with an injury in the second half, chipped in one. 

But when the Bears were called on to claim their trophy, only one player came forward-Shaun Paga. 

The Nittany Lions did their best to smother the All-American in the final after he dominated in earlier rounds, but he still managed a try in the 20th minute, and more important, kept his team in line when tempers flared. 

While Paga will pursue professional football rather than rugby, he has left his mark. 

"It was a good run," he said of his career at Witter Field. "It's been good for me." 

After kicking two penalties through the uprights from six points in the first half, Penn State managed to get in scoring position several times but couldn't capitalize until the 75th minute, when Allesion Cardillo ran in a try. 

Penn State earned its trip to the final on one of the weekend's best moments of play. With just over a minute to play and down, 25-22, to Army, the Nittany Lions opted not to take a penalty kick that would have tied the game and instead used a rolling ruck from five meters to drive the ball in and bring the score to 27-25. 

Army was able to get the ball back down the field and set up for a game-winning penalty kick with just seconds remaining. The kick fell short, leaving the Army side in stunned silence and Penn State-the 15 seed in the 16-team tournament-as this year's upset team. 

For the Bears, yesterday's game was an improvement on Saturday's semi-final matchup with Navy, where Cal almost blew a 22-0 halftime lead before pulling out the win, 34-27. Both teams' games were riddled with errors, and the Midshipmen outscored the Bears, 22-12, in the second half to the delight of the crowd, eager for a Navy victory just minutes from the largest Naval base in the United States. 

Having just arrived from a Minnesota Vikings mini-camp the night before, Paga sure didn't look tired. He had two tries, one just five minutes into the game and another on a spectacular 50-meter run to open the second half. Paga also was a factor in Alex Hauser's try in the 39th minute. 

Buchholz scored a try to open the game, but had a hard day with the boot, going 2-for-5 on two-point conversions. Buchholz's struggles, however, paled in comparison to Navy kicker Carl Cringle's, who went 1-for-7 on conversion and penalty kicks, although he did manage a crowd-pleasing try in the 34th minute where he ran for 60 meters and then looped through the in-goal to plunk the ball down directly behind the goalposts. 

In fact, Navy might have won altogether if Cringle had made just a few more kicks, but the Bears' tough day under the relentless Southern sun ended in victory. Cal also had tries from Eric Andersen in the 15th minute and the eponymous and unrelated Armstrongs-Andy in the 53rd minute and Andrew in the 62nd. 

It was a weekend that belonged to the Bears, where a tough start became a glorious finish. 

"I wanted the season to end with us playing to our potential and playing artful rugby," Cal coach Jack Clark said. "I thought the boys were precise and skillful and tough and represented our school well today."






