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Rugby Opens Season With Win


Cal's Varsity Rugby Team won their season opener Saturday defeating St. Mary's College 46-0 at Witter field in Berkeley. 


The Bear's forward pack disrupted St. Mary's defensive scheme with power running and dominated the line-outs. The forward's work gave the backs a steady stream of scoring opportunities and they capitalized by sending the ball wide to the wings. 


The 1996 national champion Bears produced 8 tries, 3 by fullback Katsu Takei. 


The second team also won 55-10, scoring 9 tries. 


Cal         20  26 = 46   


vs.


St. Mary's   0   0 = 0


Scoring: 


First Half - K. Takei (Cal) Try (5) 8.00; T. Conneely (Cal) Try (5)


15.00; D. McElroy (Cal) Try (5) 22.00; K. Takei (Cal) Try (5) 35.00. 


Second Half - D. McElroy (Cal) Try (5) 15.00, K. Dalzell (Cal)


Conversion (2); S. Terry-Lloyd (Cal) Try (5) 21.00, K. Dalzell (Cal)


Conversion (2); D. Stroble (Cal) Try (5) 38.00; K. Takei (Cal) Try (5)


Injury Time, K. Dalzell (Cal) Conversion (2).


Cal Individual Scoring: K. Takei - 15; D. McElroy - 10; K.


Dalzell - 6; T. Conneely - 5; S. Terry-Lloyd - 5; D. Stroble 5.


January 25, 1997


Rugby Notches Second Win


Cal's Varsity Rugby Team wanted payback against Humboldt State Saturday and got it, winning 68-0 at Witter Field, Berkeley. 


The Bears were carrying a grudge after a torrid encounter with their league rivals last year and it took only four minutes to begin exacting revenge with a try by flanker John Taylor. 


The wet conditions made ball handling difficult, but Cal's frenetic scoring pace did not let up. The team scored five more tries in the first half and another five in the second. Wingers Dave Strobel and Nick Sliffe, as well as No. 8 Scott Yungling, scored two tries each. 


The Bears next play touring Argentinian club San Carlos at Berkeley, Thursday, 3:00 pm. 


Cal Record 2-0


Cal            39    29 =  68


Humboldt St.    0     0 =   0


Scoring:


First Half  - J. Taylor try (5) K. Dalzell conversion (2) 4.00; K.


Dalzell penalty kick (3) 10.00; K. Takei try (5) K. Dalzell conversion (2)


20.00; D. Stroble try (5) 25.00; D. McElroy try (5) 30.00; N. Sliffe try (5)


34.00; S. Yungling try (5) N. Sliffe conversion (2) 36.00.


Second Half - K. Khasigian try (5) 9.00; N. Sliffe try (5) 16.00; S. Yungling


try (5) 30.00; T. Calligy try (5) N. Sliffe conversion (2) 38.00; D. Stroble


try (5) N. Sliffe conversion (2) 39.00.


January 30, 1997


Bears Remain Unbeaten


BERKELEY, Calif. - Fly half Dave Stroble led Cal's Varsity Rugby Team to its first international victory of the season Thursday at Witter Field, Berkeley. 


Stroble who often plays winger for the Bears (3-0) thrived on a position change and kicking duties, scoring 24 points as Cal defeated Argentinian club side San Carlos 64-5. Winger Todd Conneely added three tries and flanker Mark Hildebrand scored two. 


The San Carlos youth selection was undaunted by the Bear's size advantage in the forwards, matching Cal in possession from line outs and scrums. True to Argentinian rugby tradition, they were also willing to pass the ball in unconventional situations and caught the Bears by surprise on occasions. 


They were rewarded with the first try of the second half-the first points the Bears have conceded this season. 


The Bear's next game is a crucial league match up at UC Davis on Saturday, February 8 at 1.00pm. 


Cal 33 31 = 64 �San Carlos 0 5 = 5 �Scoring: First Half -R. Fried Try (5) D. Stroble Conversion (2) 7.00; K. Takei Try (5) 9.00; M. Hildebrand Try (5) D. Stroble Conversion (2) 15.00; M. Hildebrand Try (5) D. Stroble Conversion (2) 23.00; T. Conneely Try (5) D. Stroble Conversion (2) 30.00. Second Half -San Carlos Try (5) 6.00; T. Conneely Try (5) D. Stroble Conversion (2) 9.00; S. Enochian Try (5) D. Stroble Conversion (2); D. Stroble Try and Conversion (7) 28.00; D. Stroble Try (5) 31.00; T. Conneely Try (5) 33.00. 


Feb. 9, 1997


Cal's Varsity Rugby Squad Fends Off Furious UC Davis Rallies to Win 32-20


DAVIS, Calif. - Cal jumped out to an early 14 point lead with two tries by outside center Vinh Phan, but the Aggies, urged on by a large hometown crowd, had three tries of their own late in the first period.


A steady breeze at their backs gave the Bears good field position through most of the half, but the Aggies stayed in the game by winning more line-outs and penalties. Cal held a 17-15 advantage at the half only thanks to a penalty kick and two conversions by scrum half Kevin Dalzell.


A similar pattern of scoring prevailed in the second half with the Bears scoring two more tries and another penalty kick to hold a 32-15 lead late in the game. The Davis squad threatened the Cal goal line repeatedly in the waning minutes of the game, but could turn only one opportunity into points scoring the last try of the game.


The Aggies' defense kept the Bears from settling into any offensive pattern which left Cal coach Jack Clark a little unsatisfied despite the victory.


"We are relieved to win the game," he said, "although we probably didn't play as well as we could have."


The Bears also won the second team game.


The Bear's travel again next weekend for games against the University of Arizona and Arizona State.


Cal       17   15 =  32


UC Davis  15    5 =  20


Scoring: First Half - V. Phan Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 7.00; V.


Phan Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 11.00; UC Davis Try (5) 20.00; K.


Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 36.00; UC Davis Try (5) 39.00; UC Davis Try (5)


Injury Time. 


Second Half -K. Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 3.00; D. McElroy


Try (5) 11.00; S. Yungling Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 30.00; UC


Davis Try (5) 35.00.


Cal Record: 4-0


Feb. 15, 1997


Cal Rugby Remains Undefeated with Victory Over Arizona State


PHOENIX, Ariz. - Cal's Varsity rugby team touched down in Phoenix Friday, but nobody told winger Todd Conneely. He was still flying Saturday, scoring six tries as the Bears beat Arizona State 59-0. 


Conneely, who had a hat trick within the first 20 minutes of the game and 15 more points in the second half, praised his teammates for feeding him the ball. "Arizona State was a little ill-disciplined defensively," the winger said. "We are an experienced team and were able to take advantage of that. We also had a speed advantage out wide." 


The defending national champion Bears dominated line-outs which allowed them to launch repeated attacks on the Sun Devils' goal line. ASU were pinned deep in their own territory through-out the match, despite an 11-2 penalty advantage. 


Cal coach Jack Clark was simultaneously pleased and disappointed with the Bear's performance. "It's always good to win the first game when you are on tour," he said. In the previous week of practice, however, Clark had urged his players to seek the perfect game rather than simply winning and he didn't see the best rugby possible in Tempe: "It got a little ragged in the second half," he said, "but it is good to have a victory." 


The Bears play the University of Arizona in Tucson on Monday They then host two international games in the coming week, playing the University of Victoria on Wednesday at 3.00 p.m. and the University of British Columbia on Saturday at 1.00 p.m. 


Cal            33  26  =  59


Arizona State   0   0  =   0


Scoring: 


First Half - T. Conneely Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 2.00; 


T. Conneely Try (5) 11.00; T. Conneely Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 21.00; 


K. Khasigian Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 26.00; R. Fried Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 35.00. 


Second Half - T. Conneely Try (5) 7.00; S. Yungling Try (5) D. Stroble Conversion


(2) 16.00; T. Conneely Try (5) D. Stroble Conversion (2) 31.00; T. Conneely Try (5) 


D. Stroble Conversion (2) 33.00.


Cal Record: 5-0


Feb. 17, 1997 


Cal Rugby Sweeps the Desert; Bears Down Arizona


TUCSON, Ariz. - Cal's Varsity rugby team completed its desert sweep Monday afternoon, defeating the University of Arizona 26-3. 


The Bears had to battle against the Wildcats in stark contrast to their blow out win against ASU two days earlier. The previously undefeated Arizona squad held Cal to just one try in the first period. Fly half Dave Stroble scored about 20 minutes into the game, but ASU answered immediately with a penalty. 


The Bears held only that slim lead well into the second half, before gradually pulling away from the Wildcats with three more tries. Cal prop Ted Callagy admired Arizona's strong start. "They came out hard," he said "and we had to work to put them away." 


Cal coach Jack Clark said that both squads are likely to win their conferences and head to the national championships so a work out for both teams was exactly the purpose of the non-conference match. "It is early in the season and we were very happy to have the competition," he said, hoping the match will help prepare the Bears for a tough rugby week ahead. 


The Bears host two international games in five days, playing the University of Victoria on Wednesday at 3.00 p.m. and the University of British Columbia on Sunday at 1.00 p.m. 


The Bears' second team also won against both ASU and Arizona over the weekend. 


Cal      7   19  =  26


vs.


Arizona  3    0  =  3


Scoring: First Half -D. Stroble Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 23.00; U of A Penalty Kick (3) 26.00. Second Half -S. Yungling Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 18.00; K. Khasigian Try (5) 21.00; D. McElroy Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 33.00.


Cal Record: 6-0


Feb. 19, 1997 


Rugby Falls to University of Victoria 31-14


Cal's Varsity rugby team scored a moral victory against the University of Victoria Wednesday, but lost their first match of the season 31-14. The Bears dominated nearly an hour of the 80 minute contest, but couldn't put enough points on the board to win. Cal lead 11-10 at the half thanks to a try from fullback Katsu Takei and two penalty kicks by scrum half Kevin Dalzell. But the Bears, with several players still bruised up after a tough game with Arizona on Monday, could manage only one more Dalzell penalty in the second half. 


The Victoria team scored a try less than ten minutes into the second period and held a three point lead until late in the match when they added two more tries to seal the win. 


Victoria's coach, Doug Tate, said "Cal totally outplayed us in the first half. They were very unlucky not to break it open. We could have easily been down by ten or more points. They applied a lot of pressure and when we scored it was against the flow of play." 


The Canadians made the most of their limited opportunities with the ball thanks to good support play while Cal coach Jack Clark was disappointed with the number of turnovers his team committed. "We got impatient I think. 


There were times when we could have used our ball more effectively." The Victoria team, which has not lost to a North American college team in six years, expects an even tougher match when the Bears travel to Canada at the end of March. "We've been playing since the September," said Doug Tate, "so we have a real advantage. Cal will be even better the second time round." 


The Bears host another international on Sunday when they play the University of British Columbia at 1.00 p.m. 


Cal 11 3 = 14


vs.


Victoria 10 21 = 31


Scoring: First Half -U. of Vic. Penalty Kick (3) 5.40; K. Takei Try (5) 8.46; K. Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 22.20; U. of Vic. Try (5) and Conversion(2) 34.30; K. Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 39.00. Second Half - U. of Vic. Try (5) and Conversion(2) 9.35; K. Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 20.00; U. of Vic. Try (5) and Conversion(2) 30.31; U. of Vic. Try (5) and Conversion(2) 34.44. 


Cal Record: 6-1 


Feb. 23, 1997 


Rugby Falls to British Columbia 35-25


BERKELEY, Calif. -- In a see-saw rugby match Sunday, Cal's Varsity team could see a victory coming at half-time, and then saw it vanish in the second half when the University of British Columbia scored 29 unanswered points to win 35-25 at Witter Field. 


The Bears led 25-6 at the break thanks in part to a strong wind at their backs which helped keep the Thunderbirds pinned near their goal line. Cal captain and fly half Kevin Dalzell knew the wind would be a factor working against his team in the second period but was optimistic at the half. 


"We felt that our points hadn't come from our kicking game. We were confident that we could add to our tally. Unfortunately, we couldn't make it happen." 


The Bears scored three tries in the first half with winger Ryan Fried, lock Sam Enochian and fullback Katsu Takei all crossing the line while Dalzell added two conversions and two penalties. 


However, that was Cal's last cause for celebration. With the wind behind them, the British Columbia team not only racked up three tries and four penalty kicks in the second half, it also shut-out the Bears by forcing turnovers and maintaining defensive discipline. 


Dalzell said at the very least the game was good experience for the Bears. "We've now played a game where the elements are a factor, where there is something different and you have to adapt." 


Cal came into the match confident after a narrow loss to Canadian powerhouse University of Victoria earlier in the week and coach Jack Clark was disappointed to be denied again. "The team is talented to a man, but underachieving," said Clark who hopes to lead Cal to a seventh consecutive national championship this season. 


The Bears next see action Saturday, March 1 when they host Chico State at 1.00pm. 


Cal	25 0 = 25


vs.


British Columbia 6 29 = 35


Scoring: First Half -K. Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 5.17; R. Fried Try (5) K.


Dalzell Conversion (2) 9.45; British Columbia Penalty Kick (3) 15.16; S.


Enochian Try (5) 19.58; D. Stroble Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 26.42;


British Columbia Penalty Kick (3) 33.48; K. Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 40.00.


Second Half - British Columbia Penalty Kick (3) 1.50; British Columbia Try (5)


8.28; British Columbia Try (5) 19.36; British Columbia Penalty Kick (3) 22.56;


British Columbia Penalty Kick (3) 27.46; British Columbia Penalty Try (5)


Conversion (2); British Columbia Penalty Kick (3) 40.00.


Cal Record: 6-2


Mar. 1, 1997 


Rugby Routs Chico State 74-3


BERKELEY, Calif. -- Cal's rugby squad had cause for celebration after beating Chico St. 74-3 Saturday, but the Bears took only a few minutes to savor the victory before turning their attention to next week's Stanford game. 


Despite injury-forced changes to their line-up, the Bears scored eleven tries as their forward pack's power running repeatedly forced breakdowns in the Wildcats' defense. 


The loose forward trio of Kirk Khasigian, Mark Hildebrand and Simon Terry-Lloyd did a good deal of the damage on attack and used their speed on defense to deny Chico State any offensive momentum. 


Cal captain Kevin Dalzell was rewarded for a strong kicking game despite windy conditions (8-11 conversions plus a penalty) with a try late in the game. His was one of eight tries scored by the Bears' backline which, despite some timing problems caused by substitutions and position shifts throughout the match, was able to exploit the defensive disarray generated by their forward pack. 


With the win, the Bears exorcised some of the disappointment of two losses to Canadian teams in the previous week-both of which the Bears had a good chance to win. The team a hard week's practice to which flanker Terry-Lloyd attributed Saturday's success: "I really took to heart the lessons we learned at training. A lot of us wanted to turn the season around and it seems to be working, although we've a long way to go." 


The players had not even left the field after the match, before Cal coach Jack Clark turned their attention to next Saturday's 1.00pm match at The Farm. He exhorted the team to put in another intense week of practice and then bring back the Scrum Axe to Berkeley. 


Last year's loss to Stanford ended Cal's 98 game winning streak against domestic opponents. With almost all players returning, the Bears are determined to make amends and secure the Pacific Coast Championship with a win against the Cardinal. 


Cal         39 35 = 74


vs.


Chico State  0  3 =  3


Scoring: First Half - C. Masters Try (5) 3.30; K. Dalzell


Penalty Kick (3) 5.54; T. Conneely Try (5) 8.23; S. Enochian Try


(5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 16.55; R. Fried Try (5) 20.45; M.


Gorham Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 31.43; T. Conneely Try


(5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 37.29.


Second Half - J. Perry Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2)


4.30; M. Foster Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 8.46; Chico St.


Penalty Kick (3) 13.38; S. Paga Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2)


22.31; K. Dalzell Try (5) & Conversion (2) 24.29; D. Anthrop Try


(5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 32.38.


Cal Record: 7-2


Mar. 9, 1997 


Rugby Defeats Stanford


PALO ALTO, Calif. - Cal's rugby squad wrenched the Scrum Axe back from Stanford Sunday, fighting off a second half Cardinal rally to win 41-24 at the Farm. 


Cal started strong with three tries in the first 20 minutes of the match, and swapped tries with Stanford in the remainder of the half to lead by 19 points at the break. But it was Stanford's turn for a strong start in the second period. 


The Cardinal scored two converted tries to narrow the Golden Bears' lead to only five. However, Cal captain and fly half Kevin Dalzell said the team was confident they could win even during the Cardinal comeback: "We came out flat in the second half and just hung on for the first 20 minutes. We had some bad field position and we were stuck." 


It was almost deja vu all over again for the Bears who saw another 19 point lead evaporate in a loss to the University of British Columbia earlier in the season. Dalzell, who kicked three conversions on the day, said that game was on the Bears' minds at the half: "We vowed to ourselves that it wouldn't happen again." 


Unlike the loss to B.C., Cal was able to regroup with another three tries in the last 20 minutes of the match. "We had to return to basics when they got their little runs," said Cal No. 8 Scott Yungling who played despite a chipped clavicle. "They dictated play a little bit," added flanker John Taylor, "but once we found our pattern, we dominated." 


Cal certainly dominated from set plays throughout the match, pushing Stanford's scrums backwards and disrupting the Cardinal's line-outs. Hooker Kirk Khasigian and flanker Simon Terry-Lloyd were rewarded with tries among the forwards. In the backs, fly half Dave Stroble scored the first and last tries of the match, wingers Doug Anthrop and Todd Conneely had one each and fullback Nic Sliffe, who replaced the injured Katsu Takei, also scored. 


Cal coach Jack Clark was happy to bring the Scrum Axe back to Berkeley and told his team: "Stanford are never getting it again." He also paid tribute to the play of Cal's second team which won by more than 40 points. 


The Bears face another tough match next Sunday when they host the University of Arizona. The 1.00pm game replaces the scheduled California Invitational tournament which was cancelled due to scheduling conflicts for other teams slated to play. As a result, there will be no rugby Saturday and no early game on Sunday. 


Last month in Tucson, the Bears had a hard fought victory over U of A, currently the best team in the southern division. The two teams are likely to meet again during play-offs and Coach Clark hopes to gain a psychological edge with another victory next week. 


Cal      24 17 = 41


vs.


Stanford  5 19 = 24


Scoring: First Half -D. Stroble Try (5) K. Dalzell


Conversion (2) 5:45; K. Khasigian Try (5) 9:46; N. Sliffe Try (5)


14:34; Stanford Try (5) 22:51; T. Conneely Try (5) ) K. Dalzell


Conversion (2) 33:18.


Second Half -Stanford Try (5) & Conversion (2) 6:40;


Stanford Try (5) & Conversion (2) 14:38; D. Anthrop Try (5)


24:22; S. Terry-Lloyd Try (5) K. Dalzell Conversion (2) 35:42;


Stanford Try (5) 37:57; D. Stroble Try (5) Injury Time.


Cal Record: 8-2


Mar. 16, 1997 


Cal Rugby Shuts Out Arizona


BERKELEY, Calif. - In the cold and wet Sunday, Cal's rugby squad tamed the Wildcats 53-0. 


It was the same University of Arizona team that gave Cal a close match in Tucson last month, but the change of venue to Witter Field bought a change of conditions and a change of fortunes. 


Cal held a 27-0 advantage at the half in contrast to a 7-3 half-time lead in the desert match-up a month ago. Unlike two recent games where teams have gained their second wind against the Bear's in the second half, Cal never relinquished control of Sunday's match despite an ever-increasing lead. 


Bears' right winger Todd Conneely had three tries while left winger Ryan Fried had two. Cal captain and fly half Kevin Dalzell was near perfect in his kicking, adding two penalties and converting on six of the Cal teams seven tries. Scrum half Charlie Masters and outside center Vinh Phanh also scored for the Bears while Arizona was limited to four penalty kick attempts. 


Arizona made a number of costly mistakes in the match, after a disciplined performance against Cal in Tucson. A tighthead scrum win gave the Bears their first try of the match, for example, and a wild 'Cats pass on their own goal line gave Cal their last. 


The Bears' coach Jack Clark was happy with the win and the psychological advantage it affords his team which will see Arizona again in the national championship play-offs. "Although we left ourselves some things to work on, we played well," he told his players after the match. 


Brown University's cancelled tour means the U. of A. win was the Bears' last home game for a few weeks. They travel for games against the Universities of Washington, Victoria and British Columbia over spring break and then play at Santa Clara on April 5. However, Cal hosts the national championship at the beginning of May, where the team hopes to secure a seventh consecutive national title. 


Cal        27   26  =   53


Arizona     0    0  =    0


Scoring: First Half -- Kevin Dalzell Penalty Kick (3)


00.43; Ryan Fried Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 6.22; Ryan


Fried Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 18.31; Kevin Dalzell


Penalty Kick (3); 24.56; Todd Conneely Try (5) Kevin Dalzell


Conversion (2) 26.12.


Second Half -- Todd Conneely Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion


(2) 9.04; Charlie Masters Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 27.36;


Vinh Phanh Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 30.58; Todd Conneely


Try (5) 39.12.


Cal Record: 9-2


Mar. 27, 1997 


Cal Rugby Shuts Out Washington, 24-0


SEATTLE - Fly half Dave Stroble created his own homecoming party while leading Cal's rugby team to a 24-0 victory over the University of Washington Thursday. The Port Angeles, Washington native and acting Cal captain scored one try, set-up another and kicked two conversions for the Bears. 


It took only 12 minutes of play for Stroble to make his mark with a 40 meter break and a precision pass to winger Ryan Fried for the first points of the match. The Cal try came against the run of play as the Huskies dominated early. Aided by a series of penalties and line-out wins, the Washington team pinned the Bears on their own goal line, but could not score. Stroble's break and the ensuing try gave Cal momentum which resulted in winger Doug Anthrop and center Deron McElroy also scoring before half-time. 


Stroble's own try was the only scoring in the second period in a match slowed by muddy conditions and repeatedly stopped by the referee. 


"It was a good win on the road," the Cal captain said after the game. "We jumped onto the field straight after getting off a plane. It is hard to attain mental focus under those conditions and I was proud of how we handled the situation. 


"It was also good that new players got time on the field and showed that they could play a full 80 minutes." 


The majority of Cal's starting players rested Thursday in anticipation of two hard games of rugby this weekend. The Bears travel to Vancouver for a match against the University of British Columbia on Saturday and then face the University of Victoria on Monday. The two Canadian sides are the only teams to have beaten Cal this season. The Bears hope to revenge those home losses while also using the games to sharpen their skills in preparation for the national championship play-offs in Santa Cruz on April 19-20. Cal will then host the final four at the beginning of May, where the Bears hope to secure a seventh consecutive national title. 


Cal            19 5 = 24


U of Washington 0 0 = 0


Scoring: First Half -Ryan Fried Try (5) Dave Stroble Conversion (2) 12.31; Doug Anthrop Try (5) 28.38; Deron McElroy Try (5) Dave Stroble Conversion (2) 33.00. Second Half-Dave Stroble Try (5) 16.45. Cal Record: 10-2


Mar. 29, 1997 


Cal Rugby Shuts Down British Columbia 23-10


VANCOUVER, British Columbia -- Cal's rugby team found top form Saturday and the timing was perfect. The Bears beat the University of British Columbia 23-10 in Vancouver, their first win against a Canadian team in six years. 


For Cal, the win erased memories of last month's match-up against the Thunderbirds in Berkeley where they saw a 19 point half-time lead vanish in the second period. 


This time, the Bears held a 13-5 lead at the break, with two penalty kicks by Cal captain and scrum half Kevin Dalzell, and a try by inside center Matt Gorham that Dalzell converted. The Cal players kept their composure in the second period too, adding tries by fly half Dave Stroble and winger Todd Conneely. UBC answered with one late try of its own, but couldn't launch a sustained rally because of a stifling Cal defense. 


Dalzell had only one word to describe the Bears' defensive effort: "awesome." He felt so confident in his teammates' play that he said little to them even as British Columbia tried to comeback late in the game: "I didn't need to say much, because I could see the desire to win in everyone's eyes. It wasn't about which was the most physical or most skilled team, it was about who wanted to win the most. 


"We were consistently beating them to the ball after a tackle. We had players on the scene before they did which let us set-up our attacks." 


The match was slowed by heavy rain in the first half and a muddy field which made ball handling difficult, but Cal repeatedly threatened the Thunderbirds' goal line and were only stopped from scoring more points by a couple of untimely penalties. 


After the February loss to UBC, Cal coach Jack Clark challenged his players to lift their game, telling them he admired their talent as individuals, but felt they were under-achieving as a team. On Saturday it was a different story; he told his squad they outperformed the Thunderbirds in every facet of the game. "We can keep playing this way," he added. "We can bottle it. 


The Bears will want another vintage match on Monday when they play the University of Victoria, a perennial North American collegiate rugby powerhouse and the only other team to beat the Bears this season. 


Cal 23, BC 10


Cal              13 10 = 23 vs.


British Columbia  5  5 = 10


Scoring: First Half -Kevin Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 10:14; UBC Try (5) 18.06; Kevin Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 28:55; Matt Gorham Try (5) 31:20. Second Half-Dave Stroble Try (5) 24:03; Todd Conneely Try (5) 28:08; UBC Try (5) 34:23. 


Cal Record: 11-2 


Mar. 31, 1997 


Cal Learns in Loss to Victoria


VICTORIA, B.C. - Playing the toughest college rugby team in North America was not challenge enough for Cal's squad Monday. The Bears' coaches decided to rest most of the starting line-up as well. 


In a further plot twist, the team also viewed the 44-10 loss to the University of Victoria as productive. "Mission accomplished," assistant coach Dan Porter told the team after the game. "This was an important step toward our goal of winning the U.S. national championship." 


With six consecutive national titles to their name, the University of California squad knows that it needs 30 players ready for top-level competition in order to win another collegiate championship. The road game against Canada's perennial rugby powerhouse was the perfect opportunity to give reserves valuable playing time. 


Entering what the team calls its "April Drive," the Bears face a scenario where they will need to play two games in two days at the regional play-offs and the final four tournament. "With teams fielding their best players in an effort to get passed Cal, we can't rely on only the first XV at the nationals," Porter said. 


While not entirely satisfied with the Bears' play, the coach saw pleasing patches of play in the loss and, he added, "it's not bad to carry around the mental scar of a defeat, to remind yourself that you've got work to do." 


The Bears' make-shift line-up lacked defensive co-ordination which allowed the Vikes to jump out to a 20-0 lead in as many minutes. The Bears cut the deficit to 10 points with a try by captain Simon Terry-Lloyd before the half, and a penalty kick by winger Ryan Fried just after the break. 


However, the University of Victoria never relinquished control of the game and scored four tries in the second half, for a total of seven in the match. 


The Vikes did a lot of their damage with fast counter-attacks before the Bears' defense could regroup. The Canadian team also dominated the scrums, winning several tightheads. 


Victoria 44, Cal 10 


Cal        7  3 - 10


Victoria  20 24 - 44


Scoring: First Half -U. of Vic. Try (5) and Conversion (2) 5.23; U. of Vic. Try (5) 13.48; U. of Vic. Penalty Kick (3) 17.29; U. of Vic. Try (5) 22.35; Simon Terry-Lloyd Try (5) Ryan Fried Conversion (2) 32.57.�Second Half -Ryan Fried Penalty Kick (3) 7.29; U. of Vic. Try (5) 10.03; U. of Vic. Try (5) and Conversion (2) 27.00; U. of Vic. Try (5) and Conversion (2) 31.32; U. of Vic. Try (5) Injury Time. 


Cal Record: 11-3 


April 5, 1997 


California Cruises Past Santa Clara


SANTA CLARA, Calif. - Cal's rugby team took a look into the future Saturday and liked what it saw. Fielding a team of predominantly second string players, the Bears beat Santa Clara 32-6 to close out the regular season. Cal went even deeper on the depth chart in the second game where a third string team won 67-0. 


Acting Cal captain and flanker John Taylor was happy that more team members than usual got playing time in Saturday's games. "It was good to see players from throughout the squad competing at a high level," he said, "we need that depth." 


The Bears will want nearly two full teams ready for intense competition later this month when they host regional playoffs for the national championship. The Bears must play games on both April 19 and 20th and will need to utilize their depth chart to secure a seventh consecutive national title. 


The Bears can keep improving in the meantime. "We should work on keeping possession and capitalizing on our fast breaks," John Taylor said after the game. While Cal struggled in line-outs, the Bears won the ball against the feed in the very first scrum of the match and the forward pack continued to give the Broncos trouble throughout the game. 


Cal made a slow start as the team sought its coordination and timing. The first try of the match did come until halfway through the first period when fullback Katsu Takei marked his return from injury with a try. No. 8 Brian Meux scored tries both before and after the half-time break, giving the Bears a solid lead that Santa Clara was never able to seriously challenge. The Bronco's only points came from penalty kicks and they never threatened Cal's goal line. 


In the second match, several Cal players saw their first playing time of the season. But, lead by the tactical kicking game of captain and scrum half Charlie Masters, the makeshift team dominated every facet of play. The playing depth bodes well not only for Cal's national championship drive, but also for next season's team. 


Cal 32, Santa Clara 6 


Cal         14 18 - 32


Santa Clara  0  6 -  6


Scoring: First Half - Katsu Takei Try (5) Nic Sliffe Conversion (2) 23:46; Brian Meux Try (5) Nic Sliffe Conversion (2) 29:06. Second Half - Brian Meux Try (5) Nic Sliffe Conversion (2) 1.02; Santa Clara Penalty Kick (3) 10:48; Santa Clara Penalty Kick (3) 14:20; Nic Sliffe Penalty Kick (3) 25:25; Nic Sliffe Penalty Kick (3) 34:15; Brian Libicki Try (5) 39:31. 


Cal Record: 12-3 


April 19, 1997 


Cal Tops Indiana 65-12 in Championship Play


LOS ANGELES - Cal beat Indiana University 65-12 in the first round of the national championship play offs Saturday and will fight Air Force for a final four berth Sunday. 


Fly half Dave Stroble scored four tries and made three conversions for 26 points, while prop Peter Su scored twice. Flanker Mark Hildebrand, winger Ryan Fried, lock Chris Varnell, fullback Katsu Takei and No. 8 Brian Meux also joined in the score fest with a try each. 


Once the Bears established control of the game, coach Jack Clark made numerous substitutions, resting players for Sunday's 1:00 p.m. match. "We must be ready to play twice as hard," he told his players. "Air Force plays a very different style to us and it could be difficult to establish the pattern of play we want." 


The academy sported a potent back line in its 22-13 victory over Arizona in Saturday's early match. Despite having possession of the ball for more than two thirds of the game, the Wildcats could not score a try for the first 60 minutes. Air Force, meanwhile, made the most of its limited attacking opportunities. 


For Cal, the win over Indiana was gained in the forwards rather than the backs. The loose forward trio of Scott Yungling, Mark Hildebrand and John Taylor repeatedly made damaging runs from rucks and mauls, drawing in the Hoosier defense and presenting the Bears' backs with scoring opportunities. 


Scrum half Charlie Masters added pressure with his kicking game. The winner of the Cal - Air Force showdown will advance to the national championship Final Four tournament, to be played at Berkeley on May 3 and 4. 


The Bears are seeking a seventh consecutive collegiate title and, if they win Sunday, may face Stanford and UC Davis in the Final Four. Both of the Bears' rivals won their first round matches convincingly in other regional tournaments.


Cal     34 31 = 65 vs.


Indiana  0 12 = 12


Scoring: First Half -Dave Stroble Try (5) & Conversion (2) 13.50; Dave Stroble Penalty Kick (3) 17.14; Ryan Fried Try (5) 22.17; Mark Hildebrand Try (5) Dave Stroble Conversion (2) 25.05; Chris Varnell Try (5) 28.05; Katsu Takei Try (5) Dave Stroble Conversion (2) 35.57. Second Half -Dave Stroble Try (5) & Conversion (2) 4.00; Dan Younger (Indiana) Try (5) 6.06; Dave Stroble Try (5) 11.43; Peter Su Try (5) 16.14; Peter Su Try (5) Nic Sliffe Conversion (2) 27.03; Brian Mieux Try (5) Nic Sliffe Conversion (2) 38.58; Dan Younger (Indiana) Try (5) Mike Morris Conversion (2) Injury Time. 


Cal Record: 13-3 


April 20, 1997 


Cal Reaches Final Four


Cal's rugby squad reached the national championship Final Four Sunday with a 46-6 win over Air Force. The Bears' victory sets up a showdown with Stanford, UC Davis and Penn State, who secured the remaining berths in regional play. 


The Cal team was not impressed by its own margin of victory over Air Force, however, and the squad left the field promising an improved performance in its Final Four games to be played at Berkeley, May 3 & 4.


"We've left ourselves plenty to work on," said Cal coach Jack Clark. "It was a comprehensive victory but we've got our best rugby game still inside us and it's got to be our passion to get that out." 


Clark predicted Saturday that Air Force could disrupt the Bears' preferred style of play and Cal captain Kevin Dalzell saw those suspicions confirmed in the match. 


"They were a scrappy team," the scrum half said. "They made the point of contact very unstable and that made it really difficult to get clean ball for the backs-they didn't get a good ball all day." Dalzell scored Cal's first 13 points on his own with two penalty kicks and a converted try. 


Winger Todd Conneely then followed up with a hat trick of tries while Cal's last two tries came from flanker Mark Hildebrand and lock Sam Enochian. 


Cal's back line may not have seen much good ball in the match, but the Air Force backs saw even less. They only broke Cal's defense on a handful of occasions-a turnaround from Saturday's victory over Arizona where they found lots of running room. 


The Bears' forward pack, meanwhile, dominated set plays. The Cal scrum took two tightheads from the Air Force pack-one leading to Hildebrand's try-and Dalzell was able to steal another ball from the base of a collapsing Air Force scrum. Cal also controlled line-outs with lock Rob Flegel winning several balls from Air Force throw-ins. 


In the tournament consolation match, Arizona beat Indiana 24-11. 


Cal 20 26 = 46


vs.


Air Force 6 0 = 6


Scoring: First Half - Kevin Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 5.38; Kevin Dalzell Penalty Kick (3) 7.53; Joe Cox (A.F.) Penalty Kick (3); Kevin Dalzell Try (5) & Conversion (2) 23.59; Joe Cox (A.F.) Penalty Kick (3) 34.21; Todd Conneely Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 37.30. 


Second Half - Todd Conneely Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 2.27; Todd Conneely Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 14.40; Mark Hildebrand Try (5) 20.42; Sam Enochian Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) Injury Time. 


Cal Record: 14-3�


May 3, 1997 


Cal Advances to National Championship Game


BERKELEY, Calif. - Cal's rugby squad dominated UC Davis Saturday winning their National Championship semifinal match 62-14. The Bears face Penn State in Sunday's title match, after the Nittany Lions beat Stanford 22-17 in the other semi-final. 


Cal captain, Kevin Dalzell, who kicked 12 conversions (24 points), rated the Bears' performance as one of the year's best and coach Jack Clark concurred: 


"Davis is one of the top four teams in the country and that was a comprehensive victory." 


Cal jumped out to an early lead when left winger Todd Conneely scored from a set play only five minutes into the game. His counterpart on the right wing, Doug Anthrop, staggered the Aggies only minutes later, picking up a Davis fumble and running 80 yards to score. 


In front of a large crowd at Witter Rugby Field, the Golden Bears added another three tries in the half while Davis managed only one before the break. The teams swapped tries early in the second period and then the Bears pulled out of reach scoring four more times. 


Cal hooker Kirk Khasigian had a hat-trick of tries in the match, creating his own opportunity to score the first by winning a scrum against the feed near the Davis goal line. The Bears forward pack also disrupted the Davis line-outs to gain a lot of possession. 


Penn State had a much tougher time reaching the final, only taking the lead with about four minutes left in their match against Stanford. "It was one of the uglier games of our season," said the Nittany Lions' coach, Terry Ryland, "but it was also one of our most courageous." Penn State captain Kurt Shuman vowed that his team would eliminate mistakes and play with more discipline in Sunday's 1:00 p.m. final. Even though Penn State had a battle, Cal coach Jack Clark is not underestimating tomorrow's match: "Penn State proved today that they are a sound rugby team," he said, "and they will be tough to beat." 


Stanford and UC Davis will play off for third and fourth place at 11:00 a.m. 


1997 National Collegiate Rugby Championship Final Four Semi-Final Results 


Cal       31 15 - 32


UC Davis   7  5 - 20


Scoring: First Half -Todd Conneely (Cal) Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 5.46; Doug Anthrop (Cal) Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 9.13; Todd Conneely (Cal) Try (5) 16.55; Dave Stroble (Cal) Try (5) 26.13; Kirk Khasigian (Cal) Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 34.30; Kevin Henderson (UC Davis) Try (5) Matt Treadway Conversion (2) 38.56. Second Half -Scott Yungling (Cal) Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 3.00; Tom Niklewski (UC Davis) Try (5) Matt Treadway Conversion (2) 9.00; Mark Hildebrand (Cal) Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 15.57; Dave Stroble (Cal) Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 23.35; Kirk Khasigian (Cal) Try (5) 28.10; Kirk Khasigian (Cal) Try (5) 32.40; 


PENN STATE 7 15 - 22


STANFORD   5 12 - 17


Scoring: First Half -Doug McDonald (Stanford) Try (5) 33.56; Jesse Erway (Penn State) Try (5) Matt Duncombe Conversion (2) 37.44. Second Half -Don Donester (Stanford) Try (5) 3.06; Tom Efird (Stanford) Try (5) Dave Warter Conversion (2) 13.55; Matt Duncombe (Penn State) Try (5) 16.34; Matt Duncombe (Penn State) Penalty Kick (3) 24.13; Kurt Shuman (Penn State) Try (5) Matt Duncombe Conversion (2) 36.11. 


May 4, 1997 


Cal Rugby Squad Wins National Title


BERKELEY, Calif. - The Bears beat Penn State 41-15 on Witter Rugby Field to garner its seventh consecutive collegiate crown. 


The Bears went on a 29 point tear in the first half, while holding the Nittany Lions scoreless. The Penn State team rallied in the second period outscoring Cal 15-12, but it was too little too late. 


Fittingly, Cal's captain Kevin Dalzell led the charge scoring the first 10 points of the match. The graduating senior poached a ball from Penn State's scrum and scurried in for a try in the 14th minute, he also kicked a penalty and four conversions in the match. 


The Bears capitalized on Penn State's first half errors-botched kick offs and poor line out control-to maintain possession for most of the half. With the ball in hand, Cal could pound the Penn State defense eventually sending its wingers Nic Sliffe and Todd Conneely in for a try each. Conneely also launched a counter-attack from within his own half to score Cal's fourth and final try of the first period. Penn State turned the tables in the second half with captain Kurt Shuman bursting through the Cal defense for the first try. With a penalty kick a few minutes later, the Nittany Lions had pulled within two tries of the Bears. However, Cal rallied for another Sliffe try-set-up by fly half Dave Stroble's improvisation in the back line. Sliffe then made a try saving tackle, holding up the Penn State attack over the goal line. The two teams swapped tries in the last 15 minutes, as Penn State played desperate catch up. 


The result is a repeat of last year's national final when Cal also defeated Penn State. The Lion's head coach Terry Ryland praised Cal's defense after the game: "If you find a way to break it, let me know," he told a press conference, "I'll pay for the postage." 


For Cal, it is the fourteenth national title since the title competition began in 1980. For coach Jack Clark the weekend saw him post career wins 250 and 251. 


Cal          29  12 = 41


Penn State    0  15 = 15


Scoring:


First Half - Kevin Dalzell (Cal) Penalty Kick (3) 6.08; Kevin


Dalzell (Cal) Try (5) & Conversion (2) 14.28; Todd Conneely (Cal) Try


(5) 20.36; Nic Sliffe (Cal) Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 27.32;


Todd Conneely (Cal) Try (5) Kevin Dalzell Conversion (2) 36.50.


Second Half - Kurt Shuman (Penn State) Try (5) Matt Duncombe


Conversion (2) 5.38; Matt Duncombe (Pe
